
Report of the State President 

State Board meeting 

May 1, 2021 

 

Sisters: 

I sincerely hope that you are all well and looking forward to attending our Spring Board meeting as well 

as the end of this Covid pandemic.  It certainly has been a long, hard battle for so many of us.  We have 

lost too many family members and friends to this epidemic.  Our only solace in all this misery is that they 

are sleeping in the arms of Jesus and we will meet them again someday. 

Our meeting will once again be hybrid with delegates both face to face and virtual by way of Zoom, due 

to the tremendous assistance of our webmaster Kim Clancy.  If physically attending, all covid regulations 

including face masks and social distancing will still be in effect.  The general meeting will take place in 

the dining room at Gavin’s starting at 2:00 P.M.   The officers will meet in the Tea room at 9:30 A.M. as 

usual. 

A major part of our meeting will be devoted to the preparations for our State convention.  Within the 

next few weeks County/ Division Presidents will receive all pertinent information for delegates including 

an area where they choose which committee meetings they wish to attend.  Please pay strict attention 

to all communications especially deadlines and be sure to share all information with your delegates.  

Past NY State LAOH President Anne Marie Ferguson, our liaison to the convention, will be here to 

discuss the convention and answer any questions you may have. 

Reports of previously appointed committees will be entered and discussed with some further action 

needing to be addressed at convention.   Board meetings are the best chance for you to see the 

workings of our Order on the local level and an excellent opportunity to have your voice heard on issues 

important to your particular Division.   

I look forward to seeing all of you at our meeting in East Durham, God bless. 

In our motto 

Mary Beth Durkee  

 



Spring has begun, Covid-19 Vaccines are available (get one when you 

can), and HOPE is with us because of our 2021 Easter Celebration. We 

are an Easter people and rejoice in Our Lord’s Resurrection and His 

promise of forgiveness of our sins and life everlasting with Him.  

WE have endured a very trying period in our lives and now we HOPE 

for a return to a comfortable social life with family and friends. Prayer 

has been an important part of my life and I continue to pray everyday to 

ask God what he wants me to do and to thank God for all I have 

received.  

My two years as your Chaplain are rapidly ending. I am so grateful to 

President Marybeth Durkee for asking me to be the NYS Ladies Ancient 

Order of Hibernians Chaplain and I relish the experience of serving you.  

I’ve learned to listen better, pray better, appreciate life from your 

perspective, watching the comradery of you working together and 

learning about St. Brigid while asking for her intervention for us.  

Forever I will cherish this period in my life and continue to hold you in 

my prayers and thoughts. I cannot be with you at our spring meeting this 

year due to sacramental preparations in my assigned parish, but please 

know I will be there in spirit.  

 

I re-post my comments about the Covid-19 Pandemic for your 

consideration: 

Remember considering ongoing health risks to the most vulnerable 

among us, 

the temporary suspension of the obligation to attend Mass on Sundays 

and Holy Days during this pandemic remains in force until otherwise 

lifted.  

Therefore, Catholics should use their judgement as to whether to attend 

Mass.  

As a guide:  

• If you are sick or experiencing cold or flu symptoms Stay Home 



• If you are experiencing symptoms of a serious illness Stay Home 

• Or if you are in a “vulnerable” category (the elderly, people with 

weakened immune systems, people with long term conditions such 

as cancer, diabetes, heart conditions, respiratory conditions, etc.)  

 Stay Home. 

•  

 

May God Bless You Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen 

St. Brigid –Pray for us 

Yours in Friendship, Unity and Christian Charity. 

Deacon Chuck Wojton  

 

 



Ladies Ancient Order of Hibernians, Inc. 
New York State Board 
Report of the Immediate Past President 
 
May 1, 2021 
 
Immediate Past President: 
Jacqueline Gilroy Clute 
 
Sisters, 
As I sit here to write this report, I must confess that I am optimistic and filled with hope that the worst of 
this pandemic may soon be behind us. It will be wonderful finally being able to spend some time with 
my New York sisters.   
 
Like many of you, I have also received both of my vaccination shots and feel a relief in knowing that I will 
not be able to get anyone sick. Yes, we still need to social distance and wear masks, but it is a small price 
to pay. 
 
Having said all of that, I think we can finally start to really work at growing the Order. I know that many 
Divisions are obligating new members and are actively recruiting new sisters by placing ads in their 
Parish bulletins. It is good way to start again. I am available if you need help or ideas to encourage ladies 
to become sisters 
 
In closing, it is truly an honor serving the members of the NYS LAOH. 
I can be reached at 518-395-9964 by phone or banbha1021@gmail.com by email. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Jackie 
Jacqueline Gilroy Clute 
LAOH NYS Immediate Past President 



Vice President’s Report 

LAOH State Board Meeting 

Gavin’s Irish Country Inn, East Durham NY 

State Officers and Appointees, Division and County Officers, National Officers, 
Sisters, 

Greetings to all!  

We have had quite the challenging year and half, missed occasions, virtual 
meetings and conventions, illnesses, loss of friends and loved ones.   We are 
starting to see a light at the end of the tunnel. 

Yet through it all we have persisted…we managed to elect a new National Board 
of Officers, and a new National President, our own Karen Keane! 

Our three State Degree Teams were unable to gather for practice, so we have had 
no degrees and will be unable to have one at our July Convention.  However, our 
team Directors are busy planning for the fall and hopefully we will see a return to 
regularly scheduled degrees. 

Our five Junior Divisions have kept themselves busy throughout the pandemic. 
Some of their activities were Fundraising, Christmas tree lightings and Christmas 
Caroling, May Crowning, collecting for soup kitchen, sending cards to the 
Veterans, Honoring Veterans celebrations, Planting Gardens, Car washes, wrote 
letters to the homebound and include a holiday covid mask, contributing to and 
helping assemble holiday food baskets. 

I congratulate our Vice Presidents and Junior Coordinators on, a job 

I hope to see you all in Durham, and if not then, at our July Convention. 

Praying that you and your families are well. 

Yours in Friendship, Unity and Christian Charity, 

Aggie 

Aggie O’Leary 

Vice President, NYS LAOH 

 



LADIES ANCIENT ORDER OF HIBERNIANS, INC. 
NEW YORK STATE BOARD 

 

  
                Secretary’s Report 
 
 
Dear Sisters,            May 2021 
 
I hope this report finds you, your family and friends safe and healthy.  We have 
been thrown into a crazy, surreal world. I hope that everyone who wanted to be 
vaccinated against Covid-19 has been able to do so. 
 
I would like to thank everyone for completing your annual membership reports in 
a timely manner.  There were a few bumps, but all in all quite manageable.  
For year ending 2020, the total membership in NY State is 3,451; (3,400 
taxable) with 11 County Boards and 55 Divisions. We have 1 additional Division, 
Queens County Division 4, that did not have to file a report for 2020. The LAOH 
has a presence in 26 Counties.  
 
NY State tax bills have been sent out and were due upon receipt. If you did not 
receive a tax bill, please contact me right away. 
 
Our AOH/LAOH NYS Convention is fast approaching!  In the coming weeks, I 
will be sending County/Division Presidents their delegate count for the 
Convention. The delegate counts will be based on the membership count 
reported at the end of 2020. Refer to the NYS Bylaws to see who can be seated 
at the Convention. Please be mindful of the strict due dates that will be included 
in this correspondence. 
 
One of the biggest challenges of the State Secretary is making sure everyone 
receives documentation in a timely manner. To ensure this happens, I need 
your help! Please, as soon as there is a change in your Division or County 
Board Officers, please let me know right away. Don’t wait for the annual reports 
to notify us that there has been a change. This is especially true for County 
elections since County elections occur mid-year, usually just prior to the 
National and State Conventions. While the best scenario would be to have email 
addresses for every County and Division Officer, it is very important to have at 
least one e-mail address that can be the point of contact for your Division or 
County. 
 
Yours in Friendship, Unity and Christian Charity, 
  

Regina 
 
Regina Begley 
NY State Secretary 
LAOH, Inc. 

 

 

2019-2021 

New York  State Board 

 

Chaplain 

  Deacon Charles Z. Wojton 

  cwojton1@nycap.rr.com 
 

President 

  Mary Beth Durkee 

  mbdurk7@gmail.com 
 

Vice President 

  Agnes O’Leary 

  laohaggie@gmail.com 
 

Secretary 

  Regina Begley 

  laohregina@optonline.net 
 

Treasurer 

  Therese Meyer 

  tmmeyer4@gmail.com 
 

Irish Historian 

  JoAnn Gundersen 

  jgunde2000@aol.com 
 

Missions & Charities 

  Catherine Doherty 

  cathieedoherty@hotmail.com 
 

Catholic Action 

  Teresa Kearns 

  irishsmiles17@verizon.net 
 

Past President & Organizer 

  Jacqueline Clute 

  banbha1021@gmail.com 
 

Appointees 

 

Auditor 

  Christina Parisi 

  clp110388@hotmail.com 
 

Freedom for All Ireland 

  Joan Moore 

  joan55mmoore@msn.com 
 

Fundraising 

  Mary “Sissy” Durkee 

  mdurkee1@nycap.rr.com 
 

Immigration & Education 

  Jeryl Hess 

  dalunchlady1@aol.com 
 

Information Technology 

  Kimberly A Clancy 

  laohnysweb@gmail.com 
 

Public Relations 

  Mary Hogan 

  laohbklyn@aol.com 
 

Addresses and phone numbers 

are available on the website 

laohnys.com 

Members Resource Page 

 

mailto:laohbklyn@aol.com


 Treasurer’s Report / April 2021 

     

Dear Sisters, 

 

 I do hope and pray this is finding you all and your loved ones safe and well!  

     I wish to thank you all for submission of your year-end financial reports, there were just a few hiccups 

but they were readily fixed. Some starting balances were wrong but our National Treasurer Sandi Swift 

was able to correct them as soon as I notified her of issues and you could get reports completed correctly. 

       P lease be sure send in the tax bill along with your payments so it can be figured out correctly as to 

what you were paying for National per Capita & also for assessments on National Appeals for Aid 

membership, many were missing. Thanks to the Secretary reports membership numbers were confirmed 

and payments were correct. Thank you Regina for verifying membership numbers for me!.We paid out 

$17,000 in National per Capita Tax based on membership of 3400 and $5176 for Nuns of Battlefield and 

Appeals for Aid based on membership of 3451, a grand  total of $22,176.50 to National which has cleared 

with National and our bank. 

    Thank you all for doing a great job, I know for many as first time doing them it was a little daunting 

but you all did well besides I got to speak with many of you. 

   Remember you need to have 2 signatures on your checks many of you still do not. Please be sure we 

have your correct emails for Treasurers and Presidents- if for some reason your treasurer does not have 

email please give us the name & email of  who can receive reports and update to share with her, too many 

are bouncing back still. 

    We currently have $6885 earmarked for the Patricia Doyle Memorial Fund – Cathie Doherty can 

answer any questions you may have regarding this fund . 

   A great big Thank you to all that donated for our Sisters in need in Texas you all went above and 

beyond and we were able to donate  the outstanding amount $2650 to the two organizations in need equal 

amounts of $1325 to catholic Charities of Central Texas and St .Louise House. Once again you showed 

how true we are to Friendship &Christian Charity to those in need.  

 

     Here is most up-to-date balance as of   4/13/2021  

 Checking Account current balance is $39.629.38                

 Money market account has a current balance of $10,469.81 

As always I am available for any questions or concerns you can email or text me anytime. If you call and 

I don’t answer just leave a message and I will call you back as soon as possible. Looking forward to 

seeing many of you soon! 

 Be well & God Bless 

Yours in our Motto, 

Terry  

Terry Meyer 

NYS LAOH Treasurer 

Tmmeyer4@gmaail.com 

Cell 914-443-0362 

159 Mud Mills Rd, Middletown, NY 10940 
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LADIES ANCIENT ORDER OF HIBERNIANS, INC. 
NEW YORK STATE BOARD 

 

REPORT OF THE LAOH NYS IRISH HISTORIAN 

 

 

             April 17, 2021 

Dear Sisters,  

 

I am very happy to finally see the warmer weather and the arrival of Spring.  I am looking forward to seeing 

everyone on Saturday, May 1, 2021 for our LAOH NYS Spring Board Meeting at Gavin’s in East Durham NY, 

or via our Zoom Meeting for those unable to attend. 

  

The following is my LAOH NYS Irish Historian Report: 
 

Irish History Writing Contest: 

The theme of the 2020-2021 Irish History Contest was: “The Impact of the Irish Anglo Treaty of 1921.  I received 

a total of (5) written essays which were forwarded to (3) three independent judges, who didn’t know the identity 

of the persons submitting the essays.  (I want to thank all the judges for taking time out of their day(s) to assist 

with the contest).  All (5) five entries were also forwarded prior to February 15, 2021 to the LAOH National 

Irish Historian to be included in the LAOH National History Contest (see results below). 

 

The winners of the LAOH NYS Irish History Contest are: 

 

Level 1 – (Grades 6, 7, 8) 

1st Place – Anthony Madonia – Suffolk County - $200.00 

2nd Place – Ava Forde – Queens County - $100.00 

3rd Place – Quinn Allen – Orange County - $50.00 

Level 2 – (Grades 9, 10, 11, 12) 

1st Place - Maeve Sheehan – Richmond County - $300.00 

2nd Place – Ronan Sheehan – Richmond County - $200.00 

 

The LAOH National Board also held their Irish History Contest and the winning entries are: 

 

Level 1 – (Grades 6, 7, 8) 

1st Place – Alex Caruso – Pennsylvania - $500.00 

2nd Place – Maere Lavelle – Ohio - $250.00 

Level 2 – (Grades 9, 10, 11, 12) 

1st Place – Gabriel Ramires – California - $1,000.00 

2nd Place – Claire Naida – Virginia - $500.00 

(Note: The LAOH National Irish History Contest had (12) twelve entries for Level 1 including one PowerPoint, 

and (17) seventeen entries for Level 2, including two PowerPoints. 

 

Award letters and checks will be issued to the winners shortly.  Congratulations to our winners and thanks to all 

the participants in our contest. 

**Since the 2021-2022 Irish History Contest coincides with the 40th anniversary of the 1981 Hunger Strike, 

next year's theme will be "What was the impact of the hunger strike on Irish History?"** 

 

  



LADIES ANCIENT ORDER OF HIBERNIANS, INC. 
NEW YORK STATE BOARD 

 
(Report of the LAOH NYS Irish Historian, continued, April 17, 2021). 

 
 

 

Nuns of the Battlefield Monument in Washington, DC: 

 

On July 1, 2020 at the LAOH National ‘Virtual’ Convention - Irish History Zoom Committee Meeting, a motion 

was passed requiring that each member pay a one-time assessment of $1.00 to help restore the Nuns of the 

Battlefield Monument.  This assessment was paid with your per-capita taxes in early 2021. 

History:  In 1914, then President Ellen Ryan Jolly at the 1914 convention proposed to the delegates that our 

Order should sponsor a monument to honor the Sisters that served as Nurses during the Civil War.  Over a ten-

year period, Ellen Ryan Jolly chaired the committee to fund and obtain a location.  *It was erected by the then 

Ladies Auxiliary of the Ancient Order of Hibernians in 1924 to honor the some 600 Catholic nuns and sisters 

who during the Civil War, nursed soldiers on both sides).  *The LAOH should have a ‘marker’ noting this*.  

There will be a ‘centennial’ celebration in 2024.  Additional educational and fundraising information will be sent 

by LAOH National Vice President, Marilyn Madigan (OH), who will be chairing a committee for this historic 

event.  (The Nuns of the Battlefield Monument is on the National Register of Historic Places).  

 

 

 

125 Years of LAOH History Commemoration Book 

 

Breaking News!  The ‘Celebrating Our History Book (A History of the Ladies Ancient Order of Hibernians, Inc. 

in Celebration of 125 Years of Friendship, Unity and Christian Charity) is now available for all members.  Flyer 

and Order Form is available on LAOH National Website, www.ladiesaoh.com , click on ‘125 Years of LAOH 

History Commemoration Book’.  The price of Celebrating Our History Book is $25.00 including postage. A 

dozen books are $22.00 per book. **LAOH NATIONAL PRESIDENT KAREN KEANE HAS MADE 

ARRANGEMENTS TO HAVE BOOKS AVAILABLE FOR MEMBERS TO PURCHASE AT OUR LAOH 

NYS SPRING MEETING, MAY 1, 2021, @ GAVIN’S, 2:00 PM.      **$20.00 PER BOOK** 
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(Report of the LAOH NYS Irish Historian, continued, April 17, 2021). 

 

 

Adult and Junior Scrapbook Contest 

 

On August 26, 2020, I e-mailed information to all County Historians (copy to all County Presidents) regarding 

Adult and Junior Scrapbook Guidelines for our next LAOH NYS 2021 Convention.  Even though, members may 

not be having in-person monthly LAOH meetings, I asked everyone to begin saving pictures from any events 

they may be having in their County or Division (ex: volunteering at food pantries, members attending Regular 

or Zoom Meetings, Installation of Officers, etc).   

I will be once again e-mailing Scrapbook Guidelines to Irish Historians in a few days.  I recently received an 

updated list of County and Division Presidents from Regina Begley, NYS Secretary.  Counties and/or Divisions 

had election of Officers, and some of the names changed on the master list.   

In July 2021, we will resume our Scrapbook Committee Meetings and Contest at our LAOH NYS Convention 

in Syracuse, NY).  Due to the LAOH National Convention being virtual in July 2020, there was no Adult or 

Junior Scrapbook Committee meetings or Contests held at this convention.  

 

LAOH NYS Irish History Reports - 2020   (Formerly known as: Year-End Reports) 

 

The “Irish History Report” was back again for 2020.  Instructions and Links to the Blank Forms were e-mailed 

to County Irish Historians (copy to County Presidents) in December 2020 and January 2021.  I would like to 

thank those NYS County and Division Irish Historians who submitted their 2020 Irish History Reports in a 

timely manner.  I found some members had difficulty making a PDF copy before submitting the form.  Please 

remember to submit your history reports as soon as possible, if you have not already done so.  These reports are 

forwarded to the next NYS Irish Historian and kept on file for future reference.  If you need assistance, I can be 

reached at telephone number listed below.   

 

 

LAOH Scholarships 

 

The LAOH National Board sponsors two (2) Scholarships:  Lillian E. Fay (Trinity College, Washington, D.C.), 

and Notre Dame Hibernian Scholarship (University of Notre Dame, IN).  For more information visit:  

www.ladiesaoh.com,  click on National Board> Historian, and scroll down to Scholarships. 
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(Report of the LAOH NYS Irish Historian, continued, April 17, 2021). 

 

‘Quarterly’ Zoom Meeting with LAOH National Historian 

On Sunday, January 24, 2021, 3:00 PM, I attended a Zoom meeting with LAOH National Irish Historian, Mary 

T. Leathem, and with other State Irish Historians.  Irish History Reports for 2020, and the Irish History Writing 

Contest was discussed at this meeting.  In addition, Resources were discussed and these are some of the sites for 

LAOH members.  (I viewed these sites and found Videos, Lectures, and a lot of other Historical information).  

 

Trasna na'Tire - www.trasnanatire.ie 

Facebook page - LAOH History - group LAOH Historians 

Cushwa Center - cushwa.nd.edu    (Notre Dame University) 

The LAOH Freedom for All Ireland site on Facebook. This is a great resource for topics. 

The Great Courses site was recommended; however, these will cost the individual. 

Irish American Heritage Museum – Albany, NY.  Information and Webinar Events. 

 

Note:  It was also discussed at this meeting for all LAOH members not to send any documents to John J. Burns 

Library, Boston College, until further notice.  We are having difficulty extracting our LAOH information from 

the library.  Once updated information is published by the LAOH National Irish Historian, this information will 

be forwarded to LAOH NYS members.   

 

 

Quarterly’ Zoom Meeting - LAOH NYS Irish Historian with County/Division Irish Historians 

On Saturday, March 20, 2021 at 1:00 PM, I held a Zoom Meeting with NYS County Irish Historians and Division 

Irish Historians.  Items discussed were:  2020-2021 Irish History Contest, 2021-2022 Irish History Contest, 2020 

Irish History Reports, Scrapbook Guidelines (Adult and Junior), and the Irish American Heritage Museum in 

Albany, NY.  (Thank You to LAOH NYS Webmaster, Kimberly Clancy, for setting up the Zoom Meeting).  I 

am planning to have another Zoom Meeting in May 2021; further information to follow. 

 

Zoom Interview with Muriel McAuley 

On Sunday, March 7, 2021 at 1:00 PM, LAOH National Treasurer Sandi Swift interviewed Muriel McAuley, 

Granddaughter of Thomas MacDonagh, a signer of the Proclamation of the Irish Republic.  Thank you to Sandi 

Swift for opening up this interview to LAOH members.  I enjoyed the interview and learned a lot of Irish history 

from Muriel McAuley.  More information of Muriel McAuley can be found on You Tube; enter her name on the 

Search line. 
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(Report of the LAOH NYS Irish Historian, continued, April 17, 2021). 

 

 

 

The Kenneth E. Behring National History Day Contest 

 

The Ladies Ancient Order of Hibernians, Inc. is proud to be a sponsor of National History Day in conjunction 

with the Ancient Order of Hibernians and will be providing awards to students who prepare an entry on an Irish 

theme which coincides with the overall theme established by National History Day.  Each year, National 

History Day® frames students’ research within a historical theme. The theme is chosen for broad application to 

world, national, or state history and its relevance to ancient history or to the more recent past. (The winner in 

the Junior Division of the 2019-2020 National History Day contest was Dylan Savole.  His winning 

documentary was Cumann na mBan: During the Rising).  **The 2020-2021 theme is Communication in 

History: The Key to Understanding.  The contest ends in June 2021.  More information can be found at:  

www.ladiesaoh.com   or    www.nhd.org  . 

 

‘National Sanctuary of Our Lady of Knock 

LAOH National Catholic Action Officer, Peggy Cornish (CA) reports:  Pope Francis has elevated the National 

Sanctuary of Our Lady of Knock, Claremorris, Co. Mayo, Ireland, to the status of an International Shrine of 

Eucharistic and Marian Devotion.  In a message delivered from the Vatican via video link March 19, the feast 

of St. Joseph, Pope Francis described it as an “important moment in the life of the shrine” and “a great 

responsibility.”  (I am asking all LAOH members to share this historical event at their monthly meetings). 

 

 
In closing, I am looking forward to seeing everyone on May 1, 2021, 2:00 PM, at Gavin’s in East Durham, or on 

Zoom for our Spring State Board Meeting.  

 

Yours in Friendship, Unity and Christian Charity, 

JoAnn Gundersen, LAOH NYS Irish Historian (2019-2021) - Telephone:  718.219.4378 
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Dear Sisters,                     April 17th, 2021  

I would like to start off by thanking you all across the state for your continued generous support 

of our chosen charities Columban Fathers and Columban Sisters. Also, the continued 

contributions that come in to support The Patricia Doyle Memorial Grant. To end the year 2020 

NYS donated a total of 9,541.00 between Columban Fathers, Columban Sisters and mass 

stipends. 2020 was a year like we have never seen before, it was hard to keep the doors of our 

own divisions and halls open and support our local charities that were also suffering during 

such unprecedented times. I think its so wonderful that even during all of that, the members 

across our state, did not forget about, and continued to generously support such worthy 

charities. Thank you!!  

If your county or division is in need of Columban Father Mass Cards, you can call Columban 

Fathers, 877-299-1920, speak with Lora, she handles all of the LAOH inquiries for starter kits. 

Send a check for the starter kit made out to Columban Fathers and mail to Columban Fathers, 

1902 N Calhoun St., St. Columbans NE 68056. The suggested donation for the kits is $10.  

As I submit this report the applications to apply for a grant from The Patricia Doyle Memorial 

Grant are still being accepted. The application and directions for it can be found on the NYS 

LAOH website www.laohnys.com. They can be filled out and mailed to me at 15 Lake Shore Dr, 

Patchogue NY 11772 or emailed to me at cathieedoherty@hotmail.com. The deadline for 

applications is postmarked or emailed by April 24, 2021. There is currently $6885.00 in the Pat 

Doyle Memorial Grant. It will be divided up and given out at the 2021 NYS LAOH Convention in 

Syracuse NY this July (grant award amounts not to exceed $1,000.00) Please continue to 

support this grant. The money goes back into our own communities, organizations local to us 

that we apply on behalf of because we see a need and know the money could make such a 

difference to them, such worthy causes out there that this grant supports. Thank you again to 

the NYS Past Presidents Committee for the successful raffle that you hosted to benefit this 

grant; it was an incredible donation that will benefit so many.  

We will be having a day of service at our 2021 NYS LAOH Convention. The details are being 

confirmed and will be put out shortly. It will be on Wednesday Morning July 7th.  

Please continue to check our national website www.ladiesaoh.com and check the Missions and 

Charities tab for any updated information from our National Missions and Charities Cathy 

Turck. Please feel free to reach out to me by email or phone with any questions you may have 

regarding this office. It’s an honor to serve you and represent my sisters on the NYS LAOH 

board and if I can assist you in performing the tasks of your office, I am more than happy to do 

so. Be safe and be well sisters!! Hope to see many of you at our convention in July!!!  

Yours in Friendship, Unity and Christian Charity,  

Cathie Norton Doherty  

LAOH NYS Missions and Charities Officer  

cathieedoherty@hotmail.com 631-905-9388  

mailto:cathieedoherty@hotmail.com
http://www.ladiesaoh.com/
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   April 14, 2021 

   Catholic Action Report  

Hello Sisters! Spring is finally here!! 

   I’d like to start my report with some exciting news. Pope 

   Francis has made a new appointment to Under-secretary to 

   the General Secretariat of the Synod of Bishops. Sr. Nathalie 

   Becquart of France. This appointment is interesting as it is 

   the FIRST time ever a women has been approved to this  

   position.  Our religious Sisters play an important part in 

   our lives and in the history of our church. Please remember 

   amazing women like Sr. Nathalie when making donations to  

   SOAR. 

   Project St. Patrick is celebrating 25 years as a charity of the  

   LAOH and the AOH. Approximately one million dollars 

   have been given in support of the church, priests and religious 

   Sisters and Brothers. In honor of the 25 years, a pin has been 

   developed to show our support. I am attaching the order form  

   to my report. Please consider purchasing these for your  

   Divisions. 

   Please remember when making a donation to Project St.  

   or SOAR, make a copy of your check and the order form 

   and mail that to me at 42 Alexander St. Lockport, NY 14094 

   Then, send your form and donation to National CA Chair, 

   Peggy Cornish. 

   I’d like to take this opportunity to say, “Thank You!” for 

   your donations to the Cairo Food Pantry.  As always, the  

   generosity of my “Sisters” amazes me! 

 

   As always in our motto, 
    Teresa 

   Teresa Kearns, NYS LAOH Catholic Action 
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Dear Sisters,
May God continue to shine his light on you and your families 

during this pandemic. Many of our FFAI events have been put on hold 
and our meetings are now virtual. Even during this trying time our help 
and support is even more important for those groups we have 
approved to support. 
 I have been on a committee for the National FFAI, and we have had a 
virtual meeting to review our efforts and set our goals for the next 2 
years. If any of you have suggestions on what you think works and 
what needs improvement, please send me an email with your 
comments. We meet on a quarterly basis virtually. Please check out 
the National LAOH web page for FFAI as there is a multitude of 
information and links to various educational and informational sites to 
learn more (www.ladiesaoh.com).
 Although we have not been able to meet in person the LAOH and 
AOH have sponsored many webinars to help understand the 
importance of the FFAI fundraising and involvement in promoting a 
lasting peace in Northern Ireland. Here are some of the events:
Oct. 24, 2020 transatlantic release of “Plastic Justice Report”. 
February 28th Sean Graham Bookmakers Atrocity
March 6th Ruan O’Donnell - 1916-1922
March 7 Interview with Murial McAuley 
March 21 Moore Street Presentation
March 27 Women in Conflict: Role of women during “the Troubles”

I have found these remarkably interesting and thought provoking and 
encourage you all to join these webinars. Education and listening to 
each other’s experiences bring forward the importance of our FFAI 
committee. I hope many of you will want to travel with the next FFAI 
tour (after this pandemic is over) and meet some of these people who 
are still living with the effects of the “Troubles”. 

Our Christmas Appeal will be ending up by April 30th. The 20 groups 
that receive monies depend on it to keep their organizations going so it 
is so important to support them this year. I encourage EVERY Division 
(or individual) to give to this years Christmas appeal, be it $25, $50, 
$100 or more. Those giving $1000 or more receive an award. Check 
are made out to LAOH Inc., please include full name of your State, 
County, Division making the donation and a contact name with 
email address. Also, you may designate the donation to any of the 
groups listed. Please mail your contributions to Dolores Desch 20 
Arlene Ave Albany, NY 12203. A COPY of the check and 
donation information should also be sent to me at Joan Moore, 
155 Hunt Ave, Pearl River, NY 10965.  I have attached the list of 
those that have donated so far for the 2020-2021 year. Any 
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donation made after April 30th will count for the 2021-2022 yr. A sincere thank 
you to all those that have contributed. Once again, the ladies of NY have been 
generous giving as of now $ 6482.69.
I have updated my distribution list for FFAI reps. If you are not the FFAI Person, 
please contact me at joan55mmoore@msn.com so I can correct the list. We still 
have 39 Divisions that do not have a FFAI Chairperson, and I encourage them to 
have someone fill that position so they can be informed and help disseminate 
important information to their members. I am now copying all the presidents as well 
to help get the word to those that do not have a representative. 

Dolores Desch, our National FFAI Chair, is continuously working on updating 
our website https://ladiesaoh.com/freedom-for-all-ireland/ ,and having links to the 
various groups we give to so you can find out more about them. Please check out 
our Facebook page:  https://www.facebook.com/LAOH-Freedom-For-All-Ireland-
101571401651677 and like and share it. 
Yours in Friendship. Unity and Christian Charity,
Joan Moore, NYS LAOH FFAI Chairperson
155 Hunt Ave, Pearl River, NY 10965
845-536-2742
This is the land of our heritage which has suffered so much under British rule, who has lost too many 
people either from famine, religious persecution, imprisonment, exile, or immigration. Education and 
knowledge of our history are the keys to achieving a United Ireland.
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Date Received State Division/County/State Board Contact Name City County Check Date
Total 

Amount
General 

1/4/2021 NY JFK Division 1 - Albany Dolores Desch Albany Albany 11/30/2020 $17.69 $17.69

2/4/2021 NY Division 3 Watervliet Mary Durkee Troy Albany 1/31/2021 $100.00 $100.00

2/20/2021 NY John F Kennedy - Division 1 Dolores Desch Albany Albany 2/11/2021 $3,150.00

3/16/2020 NY Div.2, Binghamton, NY Joan Moore Binghamton Broome 12/26/2019 $120.00 $120.00

1/13/2021 NY Division 19 Kings County Joan Parisi Brooklyn Kings 1/7/2021 $100.00 $100.00

1/14/2021 NY NYS Board Terry Meyer Middletown NA 1/11/2021 $500.00 $500.00

5/11/2020 NY Div.14, Nassau County, NY Gail Kelly Rockville Ctr. Nassau 5/2/2020 $344.00 $344.00

5/22/2020 NY Nassau Div#8 Carolyn McGillicuddy Glen Head Nassau 5/19/2020 $76.00 $76.00

6/23/2020 NY Nassau County Board Carolyn McGillicuddy Glen Head Nassau 6/4/2020 $200.00 $0.00

11/13/2020 NY Division 17, Long Beach Keira McCrudden Long Beach Nassau 11/10/2020 $100.00

3/11/2021 NY LAOH Div 8, Nassau County Carolyn McGillicuddy Glen Head Nassau 2/16/2021 $100.00

3/11/2021 NY Nassau County Board Carolyn McGillicuddy Glen Head Nassau 3/1/2021 $200.00

12/17/2020 NY Division 29 New York County Patricia Walsh NY New York 12/21/2020 $100.00

1/14/2021 NY JFK Division 1, Schenectady Cathy Turck Schenectady Schenectady 1/8/2021 $1,000.00

12/4/2020 NY Division 3 Suffolk Co Karen Rogers Smithtown Suffolk 12/1/2020 $100.00 $100.00

12/23/2020 NY Division 2 Babylon Karen Valenzia Babylon Suffolk 12/10/2020 $175.00 $175.00

1/18/2021 NY Our Lady of Knock, Div 7 E Islip Catherine Doherty East Islip Suffolk 12/9/2020 $100.00 $100.00

$6,482.69 $1,632.69



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

J K L M N O P Q R S T

Ballymurphy 

Famililes 
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Belfast National 
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Sunday Trust 
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Free Derry) 
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Beyond 
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Cairde, 

Strabane

Conway Mill 

Trust

Down Patriot 

Graves

Duchas-

Oiriall-South 

Armagh

EALU, East 

Tyrone
Green Cross

Holy Cross, 

Ardoyne

$200.00 $200.00 $200.00 $200.00 $200.00 $200.00 $300.00

$500.00

$200.00 $200.00 $0.00 $0.00 $700.00 $0.00 $200.00 $200.00 $200.00 $0.00 $300.00
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New Lodge 

Commemora

tion 

Committee

Omagh 

Basketball
Omagh Choir

Pat Finucane 

Center

Relatives for 

Justice

St. Patrick's 

Center, 

Downpatrick

Tyrone AOH

Tyrone 

National 

Graves

Witness 

Project - Sean 

Murray

Totals

$17.69

$100.00

$300.00 $200.00 $550.00 $200.00 $200.00 $200.00 $3,150.00

$120.00

$100.00

$500.00

$344.00

$76.00

$100.00 $100.00 $200.00

$100.00 $100.00

$100.00 $100.00

$100.00 $100.00 $200.00

$100.00 $100.00

$500.00 $1,000.00

$100.00

$175.00

$100.00

$0.00 $300.00 $0.00 $300.00 $1,350.00 $300.00 $200.00 $200.00 $200.00 $6,482.69



April 17, 2021 

Sisters, 

     I am truly excited to see everyone back in East Durham again for the weekend. This has 

always been a special weekend for me. We have so much to celebrate.  

     To date our Fundraising efforts include: 

50/50 

     At our Fall Board meeting we ran a 50/50 which netted a profit of $300.00. Thank You Maura 

McSweeney for running this for me and getting everyone to “donate”. Cathy Turck was the big 

winner.  

December Raffle 

     Our other big fundraiser was our December Raffle, which ran the month of December 2020 

with 31 chances to win, 30 daily raffles for a prize of $50 each day and a special prize of $100 on 

Christmas. Each County and Division Board were given several tickets to sell at a price of $20 

each. THANK YOU all the members and County/Divisions that purchased tickets. The list of 

winners is below. Congratulations to all. 

               150 tickets purchased X $20                                              $3,000.00 

             

               EXPENSES*** 

               Daily Prizes 30 days X $50.00                                            1,500.00   

               Special Prize                                                                         _100.00     

               Total Expenses                                                                   $1,600.00 

 

              PROFIT                                                                             $1,400.00 

           

             

12/1/2020 #215 Anne Marie Ferguson 50 

12/2/2020 #295 LAOH St. Ida Division 3  50 

12/3/2020 #083 LAOH Niagara Falls 50 

12/4/2020 #016 Deborah Burke 50 

12/5/2020 #024 LAOH Div. 2 Auburn 50 

12/6/2020 #163 Carol Aspenall 50 

12/7/2020 #219 Brianna Durkee 50 

12/8/2020 #283 Margaret Hennessy 50 

12/9/2020 #157 Pat Moynihan 50 

12/10/2020 #085 Rose Butler 50 

12/11/2020 #107 LAOH Div.  #3 Oswego 50 

12/12/2020 #060 Carolyn McGillicuddy 50 

12/13/2020 #199 Kimberly Clancy 50 



12/14/2020 #075 Patricia Walsh $50 

12/15/2020 #053 Eileen Fee $50 

12/16/2020 #045 LAOH Div. #22 (Kings County) $50 

12/17/2020 #134 LAOH Div. #4 Richmond County $50 

12/18/2020 #212 Div. #8 Troy AOH $50 

12/19/2020 #109 LAOH Div. #25 (Queens County) $50 

12/20/2020 #216 Terry Meyer $50 

12/21/2020 #149 LAOH, Inc. Div. #1 Schenectady $50 

12/22/2020 #020 

LAOH - Cattaraugus County c/o 

Linda Gelser $50 

12/23/2020 #065 Mary Skinnon $50 

12/24/2020 #204 LAOH Albany County Board $50 

12/25/2020 #151 Kathy McAneney $100 

12/26/2020 #181 Kathleen Casey $50 

12/27/2020 #089 Mary Lawless $50 

12/28/2020 #286 Maureen Leahy $50 

12/29/2020 #031 Kathleen McLuckie $50 

12/30/2020 #222 MaryBeth Durkee $50 

12/31/2020 #285 Christina Parisi $50 

              

Calendars 

     Our third and most profitable fundraiser is our annual Calendar Raffle in conjunction with the 

AOH State Board. As of this writing I have not received the report of the 2020 sales and will 

update my report when I receive it. 

     Our 2021 calendars were mailed to all County/Division Presidents prior to the Fall Board 

meeting. This year, almost all calendars were sold with only a few returned. This fundraiser is / 

can be a very profitable one for both boards with every ones support. 

Basket Raffle 

     This July at our Biennial State Convention in Syracuse we will be holding a County Basket 

Raffle. I am asking that all Counties/ single Divisions prepare a basket with a value of $50 to be 

raffled off at the Installation Dinner at the Convention. Tickets will be sold throughout the 

Convention. I will be sending out more information in the next few weeks. When preparing your 

baskets please keep in mind that some of the attendees at Conventions travel by air and train, so 

packing space may be limited on their return home. 

       I hope everyone has a wonderful Spring and I look forward to see you in Syracuse. 

In Our Motto, 

Mary “Sissy” Durkee 

Fundraiser Chair 



                              Immigration and Education Report 

   

Happy Spring Sister, its finally here! I hope you all had a Blessed Easter, I sit here and think of all the new 
immigration laws for all the undocumented. I hope that the way it is written people will come forward 
and become American Citizens. Which I am sure they don’t trust the government as we all know you do 
the right thing and the next thing you know they are being deported. I also look at the boarder problems 
all those children crossing by themselves. I as a parent cannot understand how you send your young 
child cross into a country alone. It breaks my heart to see this happening. I can certainly say I am proud 
to be an American and Our Country is the land of the free! I just hope all will look over the new 
immigration laws and use them to be a part of this great Country! 

 

                                                                 Respectfully Submitted 

                                                                     In Our Motto 

                                                                       Jeryl Hess  
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NYS Webmaster Report 

Spring Board Meeting, In Person/Virtual 

May 1, 2021 

 

Greetings Sisters: 

 

I pray you are all keeping yourselves healthy and safe.  President Durkee has 

decided to hold the LAOH Spring State Board Meeting in person at Gavin’s 

County Inn, and, virtually on Zoom. The Meeting link and password will be 

distributed to the Division Presidents, via the State Secretary.  It will be the 

Presidents responsibility to disseminate that information to their membership.  

 

State Officers reports are due to the State Secretary and State Webmaster on April 

17, 2021, COB.  The reports will be posted to the website by the 21st, for your use: 

https://www.laohnys.com/board-meetings.html.  

 

The New York State Ladies Ancient Order of Hibernians website 

https://www.laohnys.com/ houses OUR information/documents/history.  Pages 

are updated to reflect relevant issues/evets/information, as needed. Pages are set 

up to make it convenient for the location of specific information, i.e.: State Board 

Meetings, Conventions, Patricia Doyle Memorial Fund, Mother Teresa Award, 

etc.   

 

This letterhead contains the contact information for the officers and appointees. 

 

Face Book is a great place for announcement, reminder, and such. The NYS 

LAOH’s face book is: https://www.facebook.com/LAOHNYS/.  Like or follow 

the Ladies Page to get the information directly into your feed.   

 

NYSLAOH Sport Chair - all ladies are encouraged to participate in the James F. 

Hayes Golf Classic, hosted by the AOH, on Friday, April 30, 2021, 9am shotgun 

start, Sunny Hills Resort and Golf Course.  All the information is located on the 

Board Meetings page on the website:  https://www.laohnys.com/board-

meetings.html   

 

I am looking forward to being at the meeting.  I am vaccinated and hope you all 

sign up and get yours. I am ready to be OUT!  I really need all the Hibernian Hugs 

and smiling faces 😊.  See you in East Durham.  

 

In Our Motto, 

Kimberly A. Clancy, Webmaster, Sports Chair 
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