
Ladies Ancient Order of Hibernians, Inc. 

New York State 

St. Brigidôs Connection Newsletter 

2025 ï 2027 State Board 

NOVEMBER 2025 
 
OFFICERS 

 

President  

Therese ñTerryò Meyer 

 
 

Dear Sisters, 

  I hope you all had a wonderful summer as 

we head into fall. We now turn to meetings 

starting backup, and continue the great work 

of New York L.A.O.H. 

  First and foremost, I wish to thank those of 

you who attended our joint convention in 

Rochester. I heard many people say how nice 

it was to be together again with our fellow 

A.O.H. When teamwork and mutual respect 

are present, we can accomplish great things 

by advancing our two organizations together.  

 The local committee worked diligently to 

ensure its success, and I would like to thank 

them for their efforts. Especially Kelly 

OôBrien, Gayle Shalvoy, Jordan Fritz. Deidre 

Hickey and others. We are now beginning the 

planning for our 2027 Convention, which 

will be held in Binghamton. We have already 

conducted a site visit and are establishing the 

local committees, who are very committed to 

making it an excellent convention for all. The 

National Convention is being held in Omaha, 

the birthplace of the L.A.O.H., from July 17 

to 19, 2026. Remember, this is a 

constitutional convention, and it is essential 

that you visit the website, review the minutes 

and suggestions for changes, and share your 

opinions with our delegates, Maureen 

Caffrey and Sue Messina, so that they can 

bring them back to the committee. They will 

discuss this further at our fall meeting. 

Once again, we have a wonderful group of 

officers you have elected. Unity is our 

strength; together, we can achieve great 

things! I am here to serve you, our members, 

along with our newly elected officers and 

appointees. As I pledged at our convention, 

each of our State Officers and Appointees 

will be in contact with their counterparts in 

divisions and counties, and cc their president, 

so they are also aware of what is happening 

with their officers. They will receive emails 

related to that office directly. For example, 

our Irish Historian will send information to 

the Irish Historians in divisions and counties, 

etc., which will hopefully help each officer 

get to know one another and also reduce the 

numerous emails from the state secretary. A 

master list has been established for each 

office, allowing the State Officer to contact 

the relevant personnel. If you have any 

updates regarding division or county officers, 

please notify Mary (Sissy) Durkee, our 

secretary, as soon as possible. 

A committee has been established and held 

our first meeting to review how we have been 

doing Zoom breakout meetings for the 

convention. Our goal is to continue making it 

easier and more effective for everyone, 

whether it's with Zoom or another method. 

Remember, this was only our second year 

holding meetings in this format, so it is a 

work in progress. 

 I have also, as many of you know, 

announced at our convention in July, as the 

newly elected State President, that we were at 
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this time putting a hold on appointing a 

Veterans Appointee, stating that the Military 

and Veterans Affairs Appointment position 

will remain vacant temporarily, as we are 

reassessing and/or identifying the duties of 

that position. In September a survey was sent 

out for all divisions and counties to complete, 

with a deadline of October 1. Sadly, there 

have been very few returned so far; this needs 

to be done. I cannot stress the importance of 

completing and returning requests for 

information on time so we can fulfill our 

responsibilities on schedule. 

 On Tuesday, September 23rd, I had the honor 

of attending the Irish Consulate in NYC for a 

Diaspora Consultation with Minister for 

International Development and Diaspora 

Neale Richmond TD, as the Diaspora 

strategy is set to expire at the end of this year. 

The new plan aims to ensure that the 

relationship with the Irish overseas meets 

their needs and adapts to evolving situations, 

as it is essential to hear and understand the 

global Diaspora. In the evening, there was a 

reception to mark the occasion of Tánaiste 

Simon Harris, TD, Minister for Foreign 

Affairs and Trade, and Minister of Defence, 

who had spoken at the United Nations 

Assembly. I was also able to meet and talk 

with Consul General of Ireland Gerald 

Angley. 

 I thank you for the invitations to your many 

events, and I will continue to try to attend as 

many as possible throughout the state. I am 

humbled and honored to be your new 

president, and I will uphold the duties of this 

office to the best of my abilities, holding dear 

our motto of Friendship, Unity, and Christian 

Charity. Again, thank you for your trust in 

me. 

 

I hope to see many of you at our fall meeting 

on October 18. You can always contact me 

via email, text, or phone to help you in any 

way I can.  

 Sincerely, with respect and in our motto of 

Friendship, Unity, and Christian Charity, 

Terry 

Therese (Terry) Meyer 

nyslaohpresident@gmail.com 

914-443-0362 

159 Mud Mills Rd. 

Middletown, NY 10940 

 

Vice President 

Jo-Ann Gundersen 
Hello Sisters, the following is my Vice 

Presidentôs Report. 

  Degree Teams: We have (3) Degree Teams 

in NY State.  The Celtic Team 

(Suffolk/Nassau County) will exemplify a 

Major Degree on Monday evening, October 

27, 2025, at Division 7 Hibernian Hall in East 

Islip, NY, and on Sunday, November 16, 

2025, in Cornwall, NY (Orange County).  

Information on both Degrees will be sent to 

all County and Division Vice Presidents.  The 

Trinity Degree Team (Capital District) is our 

2nd Degree Team.  Thank you to the Trinity 

Degree Team for exemplifying a Major 

Degree, on Saturday, July 19, 2025, at our 

LAOH NYS Convention in Rochester, NY.  

(Bridge to Ireland is our 3rd Degree Team 

(Kings/Richmond County).  The team has 

resumed practices and are looking forward to 

having a Degree next Spring/Summer 2026. 

  Juniors: We have (7) Junior Divisions in NY 

State.  I am working with Deborah Burke, 

Broome County, in revising the Rubic for 

judging the Junior Hibernian of the Year 

Award.  More information will be sent out 
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once the changes are approved.  I am also 

working on revising the Junior of the Year 

Application to simplify the application form 

for when members submit their nominations 

in 2027.  I am planning to meet our Junior 

Coordinators over the next two years. 

  I am looking forward to seeing many 

members at our LAOH NYS Fall Meeting on 

Saturday, October 18, 2025, in Middletown, 

NY. 

  If you have any questions, I can be reached 

at (718) 219-4378.  (In our Motto, JoAnn 

Gundersen, Vice President 2025-2027... 

 

Secretary 

Mary ñSissyò Durkee 
Sisters, 

     Happy Autumn! I hope this report finds all 

of you well and enjoying some beautiful 

weather and good health. 

     It was wonderful to see so many of you at 

the Convention in July and I look forward to 

working with all of you over the next two 

years.  

     As we begin the month of October now is 

the time for you to begin reviewing your 

membership list. May I suggest that you have 

your Financial Secretary review with all 

members the correct spelling of their name, 

current address, phone number, and email 

address. Reports also ask for Initiation Dates 

and Dates of Degree (if applicable). I 

anticipate receiving the Membership Reports 

from National the first part of December and 

after a quick review will have them out to 

County Board Presidents and Secretaries. 

County Secretaries, I ask that you in turn send 

them to your divisions. Single Division 

Counties, I will send your reports to the 

President and your Financial Secretary again 

after a quick review from National. 

     The timeline for returning the reports is 

the same as it has been. Single Division 

Counties your report is due to me no later 

than January 31, 2026. Divisions with a 

County Board your reports are due to your 

County Secretary by January 31, 2026. 

County Secretaries, your report is due to me 

no later than February 28, 2026. I will gladly 

accept reports early so please do not feel you 

have to wait till the end of the month to send 

your report. 

     I have two favors to ask of you, first if 

your division is holding elections this Fall 

please send me your updated Officers list as 

soon as possible after election. The second is 

when corresponding with Officers of the 

State Board please include your County and 

not just the number, i.e., Mary Beth Durkee, 

Albany County Division 3. There are 

multiple Divisions with the same number so 

including your County helps us distinguish 

which area you are from. 

     I look forward to seeing everyone at the 

Board meeting on October 18th.  

In Our Motto, 

Mary Durkee 

NYS Secretary 

Nyslaohsecretary1@gmail.com 

(518)258-7501 

 

Treasurer 

Maura McSweeney 
Hello Sisters and Happy Fall! 

     I hope this report finds you well and rested 

from not only a hot, hot summer, but also 

from our fabulous New York State 

Convention held in Rochester in July. It was 

great to be back together with our Brothers 
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again, and so wonderful to see so many 

friends at the convention and make new ones, 

all while seeing you all hard at work 

furthering the work of our order and truly 

living our Motto of Friendship, Unity, and 

Christian Charity.  

     It is now time to start thinking about the 

annual reports. I hope to have the reports by 

the end of October and after I have reviewed 

them, I will be sending them out. Single 

Division County reports will be emailed to 

the Treasurer and President and are due back 

to me by January 31, 2026. For County 

Boards, Presidents and Treasurers will 

receive the reports for your county, and you 

in turn need to send them to your Division 

Presidents and Treasurers. These reports will 

be due back to your County Treasurer by 

January 31, 2026. Each County Treasurer 

will then need to compile all their reports and 

have them back to me by February 28, 2026. 

Instructions will accompany the reports, so 

please be sure to send them with the reports. 

     During the National Convention in 2024, 

there was a decision made to raise the 

National Per Capita tax. We were given a 

one-year grace period, and now these 

changes will take effect with the filing of the 

2025 Reports in 2026, so please keep this in 

mind when you see your reports. The Per 

Capita tax will increase by $1.00 and then 

every two years after that the tax will increase 

by $1.00 with a final cap of $10.00 with the 

2034 reports.  

      As a reminder only our National 

Treasurer, Margaret ñPeggyò Cornish 

corresponds with the IRS so if you should 

receive any correspondence from them, it is 

imperative that you immediately contact her 

at laohnationaltreasurer@gmail.com. Also, if 

you get email correspondence from me that 

seems a little ñhinkyò, please reach out via 

text and simply ask if Iôve sent you 

something. These scammers are getting 

bolder and trickier but know that I will never 

be asking for a wire transfer, or for you to 

meet me a bank, or any number of tricks they 

try. The same goes for any correspondence 

like that from any Board member.  

     And on a final noter, our Auditor, 

Margaret Hennessy, will give her report on 

our Checking Account and Money Market 

Account balances at our Fall State Board 

meeting. 

Have a wonderful start to the Fall season, and 

I hope to see many of your in Middletown on 

October 18! 

In Our Motto, 

Maura McSweeney 

State Treasurer 

Nyslaohtreasurer1@gmail.com 

(518) 222-4162 

 

Irish Historian & Scrapbook 

Patricia Moynihan 
Thank you to all the NYS Irish Historians 

for their efforts in promoting this yearôs Irish 

History contest and to those who are busy 

judging the student entries. Single divisions 

should send their submissions to me by 

November 30. Divisions with County Boards 

should send their submissions to their County 

Historian by November 30. Best of luck to all 

the students! Review your division/county 

2024 Irish History report so you can begin 

compiling the information you will need to 

complete this yearôs year-end report. I will 

forward the 2025 report to you as soon as I 

receive it from our National officer. 

mailto:laohnationaltreasurer@gmail.com
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  Scrapbook/Publicity officers, please 

remember to save flyers, news articles, 

photos, etc. for the scrapbook as you hold 

many events/celebrations during this busy 

time. 

As we enter the holiday season, I thought I 

would share with you how the efforts of one 

woman brought about the declaration of 

Thanksgiving Day as a national holiday. 

Though not of Irish descent, Sarah Josepha 

Hale used her position as the editor of 

Godleyôs Ladyôs Book to write many essays 

for years on the subject of making 

Thanksgiving a national day of Thanksgiving 

(which was only celebrated in the 

northeastern states at that time), she wrote 

such a persuasive letter to President Lincoln 

that, despite the stress of being in the middle 

of the Civil War, he signed ñA National Day 

of Thanksgiving Praiseò, a move he hoped 

would help ñheal the wounds of the nationò. 

Hale continued writing to members of 

Congress to have them enact a law to make 

Thanksgiving a national holiday. In 1941, 70 

years after Hale pushed for Congress to act, 

the U.S. Senate and House of Representatives 

passed a bill establishing that Thanksgiving 

would occur annually on the fourth Thursday 

of November. On November 26, 1941, 

President Franklin Delano Roosevelt signed 

the bill into law. "Go raibh míle maith 

agat." May you have a thousand goodnesses! 

(Phonetic pronunciation of this phrase is gur-

uv mee-lah mah ah-guth.) 

You might consider reading more about 

Sarah Josepha Hale who was a very 

significant woman in American history and 

the author of the nursery rhyme ñMary had a 

Little Lambò. 

  From the Florida Irish Heritage Center 

regarding Christmas traditions: 

Many of the customs that we now associate 

with a traditional American Christmas are 

neither traditionally American nor very old. 

Christmas celebrations were frowned upon in 

colonial America. In fact, the Puritans of 

New England considered Christmas 

celebrations to be pagan and idolatrous, a 

common view in New England that did not 

change until the late 19th century. It was not 

until after the Civil War, when the Irish 

gained political clout in America, that 

Christmas became widely celebrated and was 

made a federal holiday in 1870. 

Some of the traditional American Christmas 

customs that originated in Ireland: 

  Candle in the window ï The custom of 

placing a candle in the window on Christmas 

Eve began in Ireland during the time when 

Catholics were being persecuted by the 

English to denote a safe house for priests to 

perform a Christmas mass. The candle in the 

window symbolized a welcome to Mary and 

Joseph as they looked for shelter on 

Christmas Eve. In Ireland, the candle was 

traditionally lit by the youngest member of 

the household and extinguished only by a 

female named ñMaryò. 

  Christmas wreath on the door ï The 

Christmas custom of placing a holly wreath 

on the door also originated in Ireland. Holly 

plants flourished in Ireland around Christmas 

time and provided the poor with an ample and 

colorful source of Christmas decorations. In 

Ireland, it was considered bad luck to take 

down the decorations before January 6th, 

known there as ñLittle Christmas Dayò.  

  Milk and cookies for Santa Claus ï The 

American custom of leaving a plate of milk 

and cookies for Santa Claus began in Ireland 

as the ñLaden Tableò. After the evening meal 

on Christmas Eve, the kitchen table was 
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cleared and then set again with a lighted 

candle, a pitcher of milk and a loaf of sweet 

bread filled with raisins and caraway seeds. 

The door to the house was left unlocked, so 

that Mary and Joseph (or any other travelers 

in need) could enter and have something to 

eat. The association with Santa Claus is an 

American adaptation. 

  Door to door Christmas caroling ï The 

custom of walking from door to door singing 

Christmas carols began in Ireland as the 

celebration of ñWrenôs Dayò on December 

26th, also celebrated as St. Stephenôs 

Day.  There are several traditions in Ireland 

linking Jesus and the wren bird. Originally, 

the celebration involved people carrying 

either an effigy of a wren or an actual caged 

wren, travelling from house to house playing 

music, singing and dancing. These celebrants 

were called ñwren boysò and ñmummersò. 

  ñMerry Christmasò ï This traditional 

American Christmas greeting began in Gaelic 

Ireland as ñNollaig Shona Duitò, pronounced 

ñnull-ig hun-a ditò, which literally means 

ñHappy Christmasò. 

  Wishing all our sisters and their families 

every good blessing at Thanksgiving and 

Christmas and may your New Year be filled 

with good health and happiness! 

In Our Motto, 

Pat Moynihan 

 

 

Missions and Charities 

Gayle Shalvoy  
 Hello Sisters! I canôt believe that this year 

is almost over. Soon it will be Thanksgiving 

and then into the Christmas season.  

 We just finished the fall Board Meeting in 

October. Thank all of you who donated to 

our charity, Fearless! We filled the table and 

had so much it almost didnôt fit in the car. A 

few people didnôt have their donations with 

them, and I have asked that the just to assist 

someplace that supports woman. On top of 

that we had $375 in gift cards and $235 in 

cash. It really is a blessing to be part of such 

a generous organization and great group of 

ladies! Thank you, Terry, for securing a 

wonderful location and presiding over our 

meeting. 

 
 

I hope to see some of you in November at 

the FFAI Dinner honoring Joan Moore. If 

not, then I will be looking forward to our 

Spring Board Meeting when we all get 

together again!  

There was one correction on my Fall Board 

meeting report. For one of the Patrica Doyle 

winners, I incorrectly said it was Orange Div 

6 when it should have been Orange Div 5. It 

was also pointed out that the money was 

split between Our Fathers Pantry and the 

Highland Mills Food Pantry. Thank you for 

letting me know so that the right groups get 

the recognition. 

Donôt forget our Columban Sisters and 

Fathers and keep those donations coming! 

We are close to the end of the year so get 

them in for 2025.  

  They can be sent to:  

Mary McNamee 
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National Missions and Charities Officer 

350 Sebastian Crossings Blvd 

Sebastian, Florida 32958  

Remember to always send a copy to me 

also, either email 

(nyslaohmissionscharities@gmail.com) me 

with a copy of the check and form 

or mail a copy to me:  

  Gayle Shalvoy  

New York State Missions & Charities 

512 Beechwood Drive  

East Rochester, NY 14445 

L̈  an Altaithe sona daoibh and Nollaig 

Shona dhuit! 

Have a blessed Thanksgiving and 

Christmas! 

 

In our Motto,  

NYS Missions & Charities 

nyslaohmissionscharities@gmail.com 

Gayle Shalvoy (Gael Eillis OôSealbhaigh) 

St. Brigid Div.1&4 - Rochester NY 

585-747-4362 

Go mbeanna² Dia is Muire duit, 

May God and Mary bless yo 

 

Catholic Action 

Carolyn McGillicuddy  
Dear Sisters,  

  Happy Autumn!  The leaves are falling like 

golden confetti ð a gentle reminder that 

change can be beautiful. The air feels a little 

crisper, the light a little softeré It's the 

perfect season to slow down and breathe it all 

in. 

  As your Catholic Action Officer I am proud 

of all you and the hard work you do with your 

donations to Project St Patrick, S.O.A.R., 

The Humanitarian Fund and Brigidôs Hearth. 

All county /division Presidents and Catholic 

Action officers hopefully received emails 

from me containing the financial report from 

Quarter 3.   

  When making donations to Project St. 

Patrick, S.O.A.R., Brigidôs Hearth, or 

Humanitarian Aid, please remember that all 

checks should be made payable to LAOH 

Inc. Checks should be mailed to the National 

Catholic Action Officer Brianna Curran  

along with the donation form. 

Counties and/or Divisions should retain a 

copy of the form submitted and one copy 

should be sent to me.  

  The 2025 Catholic Action Report is a 

Google Form with a PDF version as well. 

Division Reports are due 1/31/2026.  County 

Reports are due 2/28/2026. If you have any 

questions about your report please reach out 

to me.  

  Please continue your prayers for Pope Leo 

XIV, and for peace around the world.  

Remember also to pray for each other.  Thank 

you for all the work you do to support 

Catholic Action. Please reach out to me if you 

have any questions.  

Yours in Friendship, Unity and Christian 

Charity,  

Carolyn McGillicuddy  

nyslaohcatholicaction@gmail.com  

77 The Promenade 

Glen Head, NY  11545 

(516) 480-1895 

 

Immediate Past President 

Regina Begley 
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APPOINTEES 

Chaplain 

Sister Virginia Lake 

Auditor 

Margaret Hennessey 

 

Freedom For All Irenad 

Joan Moore 
Dear Sisters, 

  Well September has ended but we are still 

having some beautiful weather and hope you 

are all able to enjoy it. I have attended a few 

events as a representative of the State FFAI 

such as the Bobby Sands Commemoration, 

Irish question discussions and the Irish Mass 

at St. Barnabas Church sponsored by the 

Bronx AOH. Our annual FFAI Appeal 

(formally known as the Christmas Appeal) is 

ongoing so any donations can be mailed to 

our national FFAI Chairperson, Kathleen 

Varady, National FFAI, 35 Knoll Circle, 

Boyertown, PA 19512. All checks should be 

made out to LAOH Inc. Please send me 

(address below) a copy of your check and 

who you designated monies to go to. I 

encourage you to list specific groups for your 

donations. We have been asked to make sure 

each division has a FFAI Chairperson so 

please appoint one if you do not have one 

already. Please forward their name and email 

to me and I will add them to my list. National 

has asked that each meeting the FFAI Chair 

give a summary about the different groups we 

donate to. I am including the list below so you 

can pick one and speak about it at the next 

meeting. This will help the membership 

understand who the groups are and hopefully 

encourage more donations to their causes. We 

donated to 21 groups in 2025 and the funds 

are much needed and appreciated. Here is the 

List: 

Ardoyne Youth Club 

Ballymurphy Families Committee 

Bloody Sunday Trust (Museum of Free 

Derry) 

Bogside Artists 

Bridges Beyond Boxing, Belfast 

Duchas-Oirial- South Armagh 

EALU, East Tyrone 

Eileen Hickey Republican Museum 

Greater New Lodge Cultural Society 

Green Cross 

Jim OôNeill and Robert Allsopp Memorial 

Flute Band 

McGuiness 

National Graves Assoc., Belfast 

National Graves Assoc., Tyrone 

Passionist Peace and Reconciliation Assoc., 

(Holy Cross) 

Pat Finucaine Center 

Peace Players 

Relatives for Justice 

St. Patrickôs Center, Downpatrick 

Witness Project, Sean Murray 

Irelandôs Future 

  Information on these groups can be found 

online. I have included information about the 

Ardoyne Youth Club which you can share 

with your members. One of the roles of the 

FFAI is to educate our members as to where 

the donations are going and the continued 

quest for Irish Unity.  The Irish government 

and the British Parliament are working out an 

agreement addressing the Legacy Bill. The 

National AOH FFAI Chair, Martin Galvin, 

has put out a letter stating a cautious welcome 

to Legacy framework. Will forward to 

membership.  
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  Here is information on the Ardoyne Youth 

Club 

BASED in the Old Beltex Mill in Flax Street, 

Ardoyne Youth Club has been delivering 

youth provision within the Ardoyne area of 

North Belfast for over 60 years. The club 

offers targeted youth provision which helps 

to develop local young people in a personal, 

social and educational way. 

  Working with young people from ages of 

five to 25, they provide youth services seven 

days a week, including recreational drop-in, 

sports, health and well-being programs and 

learning and achievement. 

They are a hub for the local community and 

have a great partnership with local schools, 

nurseries and sports clubs. Their programs 

and staff are second to none in providing a 

safe environment for young people. 95 per 

cent of the staff have come up through the 

youth club in some way or another. 

They offer planned activities such as arts and 

crafts, dance and the popular midnight club 

on a Friday and average 100 young people 

every night, which goes up to about 140 on a 

Friday night. They also operate during the 

day, delivering programs in schools. 

  Joe McNeill is Ardoyne Youth Group leader, 

and he explained more about the future. Joe 

admits there are many challenges for 

continued youth work in the area, including 

the key area of funding, but he's hopeful the 

good work of Ardoyne Youth Club can 

continue for many years to come. ñFunding 

and resources remains our greatest challenge 

in the work that we do," he explained. ñWe 

will continue to do our best in terms of youth 

work for the benefit of the Ardoyne 

community. You can never forward plan too 

much. My staff and I are out of contract in 

March next year, so that is technically when 

we are employed too. I am constantly running 

about trying to secure funding for staff and 

our work. Despite the challenges, the work 

that goes on here is fantastic. The club 

continues to go from strength to strength. We 

have plans for a new building, and I know 

that can only enhance youth provision in this 

area, so here's hoping for a bright and positive 

future. Fingers crossed this place gets 

knocked down and we get a proper purpose-

built youth center that we deserve and the 

Ardoyne community deserves too." 

Ardoyne Youth Club Old Beltex Mill  Flax 

Street Belfast BT14 7EJ Tel: 028 9035 1482 

Email: info@ardoyneyc.com 

Yours in Friendship. Unity and Chriatian 

Charity 

Joan Moore 

NYS LAOH FFAI Chairperson 

155 Hunt Ave, Pearl River, NY 10965 

nyslaohfreedomforallireland@gmail.com 

 

Fundraiser 

Christina ñChrissyò Higgins 
Dear Sisters, 

  Fall is in full  swing and so are my 

fundraising ideas. As your New York State 

Fundraiser, I will  continue to use product-

based fundraising approach. Unfortunately, 

due to higher costs, supply chain disruptions, 

and increased economic uncertainty we are 

left with some fundraising challenges.  

  Items such as our NYS white polo shirt are 

still available in only a few select sizes at our 

State Board Meeting in October in 

Middletown. Please reach out to me for 

further information. Flags will  also be 

available for purchase as well as our lanyards 

with holders. These lanyards are great for 

mailto:info@ardoyneyc.com
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keeping our dues card handy and readily 

available for our Sentinels to check.  

  I am pleased to share that at our State 

Convention in Rochester we were able to 

hold another successful 50/50 and collected 

$555 dollars in a noticeably short time. 

$277.50 went to the winner. I want to thank 

all the divisions who participated in the 

Basket Raffle and helped us to raise 

$2,035.00, also in that short period of time.   

  As for the Flag Raffle, it was an absolute hit 

and we raised $130 in raffle sales. Our lovely 

Past National President Madigan had her eye 

on it and was our first buyer! As for the Flag 

Raffle winner, coincidentally it was our own 

National Secretary, Cathy Turck!  Ladies, do 

not worry, I have made extra L.A.O.H Flags 

so you have more chances to get your own.   

  To add, I was also able to raise $75 in sales 

from the lanyards. As for the Polo Shirts, 

thank you for all who purchased. An 

additional 27 shirts were sold, totaling 

$670.00 that weekend. Overall, the total 

monies collected during the State Convention 

in Rochester weekend was $3,187.50  

  As always, I can be reached at the following 

email address: 

nyslaohfundraising@gmail.com and look 

forward to hearing from you.  As a reminder, 

when we are writing out checks- they must be 

made out to LAOH  INC.   

  Thank you again for your participation and 

efforts in helping to raise money to send our 

delegates to conventions as well as 

supporting our major charities. I want to 

thank my Hibernian sisters who have assisted 

me along the way in my position, my Nassau 

County Sisters and a special thank you to 

Maureen Caffrey and Angela Donovan I 

could not have done it without their efforts. It 

is my pleasure and honor to serve as your 

N.Y.S. L.A.O.H Fundraiser.  

Yours In Friendship, Unity & Christian 

Charity 

Christina Higgins 

NYS LAOH Fundraiser (516) 431-1425   

 

Immigration and Education 

Maureen Caffrey 
The next Irish citizenship ceremony will take 

place on Monday, December 1st and Tuesday, 

December 2nd in the INEC, Killarney, Co. 

Kerry.  Attending a citizenship ceremony is 

the final step to complete the naturalisation 

process.  A day of citizenship ceremonies is 

held periodically throughout the year.  

Several ceremonies are often conducted at 

each event. 

Candidates receive an invitation to the 

ceremony by post/e-mail before it is 

scheduled to occur. Each candidate may 

bring one adult guest with them on the day.  

No children are permitted into the ceremony.  

Successful applicants who are minors 

(children) do not have to attend a citizenship 

ceremony.  They will receive their Certificate 

of Naturalisation by post. 

At the ceremony they take an oath of fidelity 

to the nation.  They do not become an Irish 

citizen until they have made their declaration.  

The certificate of naturalisation will be issued 

by registered post in the weeks following the 

ceremony. 

The citizenship ceremony itself is presided 

over by a judge and is usually attended by a 

government minister.  Press reporters or 

photographers may also be present.  The 

ceremony may last a couple of hours. 

Declaration of fidelity to the Irish nation 

and loyalty to the State: 

mailto:nyslaohfundraising@gmail.com
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ñI (name) having applied to the Minister for 

Justice for a certificate of naturalisation, 

hereby solemnly declare my fidelity to the 

Irish nation and my loyalty to the State. 

I undertake to faithfully observe the laws of 

the State and to respect its democratic 

values.ò 

The Certificate of Naturalisation is a valuable 

document and it cannot be replaced.  

Unauthorised changes will make it invalid 

and it may not be accepted when applying for 

a passport. 

Ceremonies held so far this year: 

September 15 ï 16, 2025 

5982 candidates became Irish citizens at the 

Convention Centre Dublin. 

June 23 ï 24, 2025 

7410 candidates became Irish citizens at the 

INEC Killarney 

February 13 ï 14, 2025 

5750 candidates became Irish citizens at the 

Convention Centre Dublin 

 

Public Relations / Social Media  

Ann Pirock 
Dear Sisters, 

  I think the position of Publicity Appointee is 

important. We are successfully keeping all 

members informed using Facebook. We have 

been able to follow activities many different 

divisions and counties have been involved 

with. Sharing ideas for fundraisers so we can 

support our charities.  

  Please continue sending your division and 

county activities to 

nyslaohpublicity@gmail.com. Please send 

your information in jpeg and pdf format using 

Word. 

  Pictures should include names of members, 

dates and descriptions of the activity. Please 

be sure there is no alcohol in the pictures. 

Pictures including Juniors, should only have 

their first names listed. 

  If you have any questions, please reach out 

to me. My email is 

nyslaohpublicity@gmail.com. My cell is 

845-699-5131. 

Yours in our motto, 

Ann Pirock 

NYS LAOH  

Publicity Appointee 

 

Webmaster & Publisher St. 

Brigid Connection  

Kimberly Clancy 
Hello New York State Sisters: 

  The password for the documents page was 

forwarded to All  Presidents and Secretaries, 

please contact them for the updated 

password.  

  The Stateôs Website is laohnys.com. 

Additions/Updates to the site are often so 

check back. The Webmaster email is 

laohnysweb@gmail.com. The NYS Board 
page now displays updated board details. 
On the -ÅÍÂÅÒÓȭ page is information  
about Board Meetings, Conventions, Board 
Offices, Newsletters. The Documents page 
is password protected. Presidents and 
Secretaries will  receive the new password 
in late August. Included are the State and 
National documents, NYS By-Laws, 
National Constitution, and Award 
Application. 
  The State Newsletter is issued quarterly. 
The deadline for submissions is on the 
website and on face book. All divisions 
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should be submitting articles for the 
newsletter. All submissions must be in a 
word format with  the photos in the 
document, submit to 
nyslaohstbrigidconn@gmail.com. 
2025-2027 St Brigid Connection  
Due               Publish  
8/15/2025   Aug-25  
11/6/2025   Nov-25  
2/5/2026   Feb-25  
5/6/2026   May-26  
8/6/2026   Aug-26  
11/6/2026   Nov-26  
2/5/2027   Feb-26  
5/6/2027   May-27  
nyslaohstbrigidconn@gmail.com    
Constitutional Sterring Committee all 
information  is on the National Website 
ladiesAOH.com ɀ Password Protected.  
In our motto, 

 
Kimberly A Clancy  
 

CONATUTION STEERING 

COMMITTEE 
Constitution Update 

  As most of you should know by now the 

2026 LAOH National Convention in 

Omaha, Nebraska will be a Constitutional 

Convention. 

  The Constitutional Committee 

(ñCommitteeò) have held monthly 

meetings on the first Sunday of the month 

since October 2024.  The Committee 

consists of 30 entities - 29 states plus the 

National Board representatives. (Only 29 

states have divisions.) 

  The Committee has decided that the 

Constitution is too large a document, and 

that it should be separated into 2 

individual documents ï the Constitution, 

and the Standard Operating Policies and 

Procedures (ñSOPPò). (This is due to the 

difficulties that some ladies have had to 

face when setting up or changing 

signatories on bank accounts and needing 

to provide a 60-page document.) 

- It was decided to move SOAR and 
Project St. Patrick from Catholic 

Action to Missions on the State, 

County, and Division levels. 

- The offices of Mistress at Arms and 
Sentinel can be a joint office, 

especially for the smaller 

Counties/Divisions.  This is up to 

each County/Division. 

- On the National level, it was voted 
on that the offices of Catholic 

Action, Missions and Charities, and 

Catholic Social Justice would be 

combined into one office.  A name 

decided for the office is Catholic 

Action.  The thought was that it 

encompasses everything. 

- The topic of Directors was 

discussed.  The motion was 

withdrawn so there will be no 

directors. 

- Associate Membership came up.  It 
was voted down by the Committee. 

  A draft of the marked-up Constitution is 

available on the LAOH National website, 

under Members Only.  The green text will 

be added to the SOPP.  In addition, the 

minutes of the Committee meetings as well 

as a few other documents pertaining to the 

Constitution can also be found there.  The 

mailto:nyslaohstbrigidconn@gmail.com
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ñDocumentsò tab on the LAOH NYS 

website has a link to the National website. 

  Here is a Timeline weôre planning to 

follow:  

Å January 1, 2026:  Initial proposed 

changes sent to the states for distribution 

to members 

Å March 15, 2026:  Deadline for states to 

return comments, suggestions, and 

recommendations 

Å March 21 ï May 10, 2026:  Steering 

Committee reviews all submissions from 

the states. 

Å May 12, 2026:  Final draft prepared by 

the Steering Committee. 

Å May 13, 2026:  Final draft distributed to 

all state presidents for distribution to 

delegates. 

  All Members are asked to take a look at 

the Constitution and give us your 

feedback, suggestions, and/or concerns. 

You do not need to reach out to your 

President(s) or respective board(s).  You 

are all entitled to send us an email as 

individual members [Maureen Caffrey ï 

pipermoe@optonline.net and Sue Messina 

ï smessina@stny.rr.com].  Please email 

both of us so that we can make sure that 

we do not miss anything.  In the subject 

line, please add ñConstitutionò so that we 

know it is not spam. 

  The Constitutional Convention is 

tentatively planned for July 14 and 15, 

2026.  Please beware that this will take 

place before the National Convention.  

There will be no discussion about the 

Constitution during the National 

Convention except maybe to say that it is 

completed.   

  We will continue to work for the good of 

the LAOH. Your support is greatly 

appreciated. 

 

ALBANY COUNTY 
Albany LAOH JFK Division 1 ï Summer and 

Fall 2025 

Friendship, Unity, and Christian Charity is 

alive and thriving in Albany, New York! 

This Summer, Albany County NYS LAOH 

Irish Historian/Immediate Past Albany 

County Missions and Charities Office Elissa 

OôReilly, along with NYS LAOH Treasurer 

Maura McSweeney, presented a check to 

Allison-Burton Chase, Executive Director of 

ñTo Lifeò, an Albany County Breast Cancer 

Support Group. This award was made 

possible through the NYS LAOH Patricia 

Doyle Memorial Grant Program. 

 
Our Division Missions & Charities Officer, 

AnnMarie Calabrese, presented a donation to 

Troyôs Sidewalk Warriors. The volunteer 

group provides resources, clothing, and food 

to those in need.  
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In July, several members of our Division 

attended the NYS LAOH Convention in 

Rochester, joining other Hibernians in the 

mission of friendship, unity, and Christian 

charity.  

 
In September, the LAOH National Board 

awarded our Division FFAI Chair Dolores 

Desch with the Constance Markievicz Award. 

This award is given annually to a "woman 

who is outstanding, passionate, and shows a 

deep commitment in her endeavors, either 

professionally or in volunteer works; a 

woman who, in the spirit of unity and cross 

community relationships, has made 

significant and committed contributions to 

peace and justice, and/or the social and 

economic wellbeing of her community 

and/or the broader world in which we live. 

This includes, but is certainly not limited to, 

political activism, social justice, immigration 

and immigrant issues, political education, 

veteran affairs, and peace and reconciliation 

in Ireland." Dolores received the award for 

all of her dedication and many years of work 

towards the goal of a unified Ireland with 

peace, justice, and equality for all. 

Congratulations to our Sister Dolores Desch 

on this well-deserved, great honor!   

 
This Fall, the LAOH and AOH Albany 

Hibernian divisions collected socks for our 

annual ñSocktoberò Drive. The socks will be 

divided between 3 local Capital District 

charities. 

 
Our Division sisterhood also supported 

several regional charitable organizations this 

summer and fall, including school supplies 

and Halloween costume donations to Blessed 

Sacrament School, the Capital District Irish 

American Associationôs Memorial Famine 

Garden, a local homeless Veteranôs 

organization, the Capitol Region Food Back 

School Backpack program, Family Rosary, 
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and the ñFearlessò Domestic Violence 

Support Fundraiser. 

Wishing all of our Sisters nationwide a 

peaceful Thanksgiving season. 

 

Our Junior Division girls were also busy this 

summer, helping support our Division-

sponsored Westland Hills Girls Softball team, 

and sponsoring a brick at our Hallôs Irish 

Famine Garden. 

 

ORANGE COUNTY 
Division 6 of Orange County Happenings: 

Division 6 members packaged our 

ñemotional supportò teddy bears to provide 

comfort to children in both physical and 

mental stressful situations.  

The bears were purchased with donations 

from our Teddy Bear fundraiser and 

members knitted and crocheted small 

blankets which were wrapped around the 

bears. The bears were distributed to Garnet 

Medical Center Pediatric Dept. in 

Middletown, NY and The First Way of Life 

Center in Monticello, NY. Pictured are 

members Noreen Adair, Ann Pirok and Teri 

Meyer. 

 
Division 6 also hosted a very successful 

Irish Tea Party on October 25 in memory of 

our sister, Anita Coleman, an LAOH 

member since 1994, who passed away in 

June at the age of 94. 

 


