
 

 

 

 

LAOH NYS Spring General Mee�ng 

May 6, 2023, at Gavin’s Irish Country Inn 

The mee�ng was called to order at 10:05 am by President O’Leary. 

Officers said opening prayers and the Pledge of Allegiance 

President O’Leary welcomed everyone and stated that she would allow observers to speak. S�ll, they 
could not discuss any issue they had not previously discussed at their division or county mee�ng. 

Secretary Terry Meyer did roll call: Irish Historian Cathie Norton Doherty, Scrapbook Chair Madonna 
Nolty, Past presidents Carol McTigue, Margaret Redling, and past Na�onal President Mary Leathem were 
all excused from atending by President O’Leary. All other State officers and appointees were in 
atendance.  

There were 60 delegates from coun�es and divisions present at the mee�ng and 43 Observers in 
atendance. A total of 103 atendees 

Alice Faughan mo�oned to waive the reading of the November 2022 mee�ng.  Sue O’Neill seconded the 
mo�on. All carried the mo�on. 

Treasurer JoAnn Gundersen noted that no bills are to be presented now. 

Reading of Correspondence: Secretary Terry Meyer noted that the informa�on for the new na�onal 
award for the LAOH Constance Markievicz Award was sent out to all coun�es and divisions, and there is 
a firm return submission date directly to President O’Leary of June 15th for considera�on. We explained 
that it was indeed short no�ce, but President O’Leary had asked for the deadline to be extended, but 
na�onal said no. 

She also explained the no�ce regarding the memorial page that Na�onal was se�ng up, and her email 
had given the email address to send obituaries to na�onal webmaster Brianna Curran (htps;/ 
ladiesaoh.com/in_memoriam/). Our state webmaster Becci Enders should also be cc’d so she can put it 
on our state site. 

50 & 25-year membership cer�ficates were done and will be given out a�er the mee�ng to all. 

Conven�on informa�on will be discussed later on by Karen Keane as conven�on chair. 

Officer Reports 

*Vice President/ Regina Begley:  report is on our website. Thank you to everyone for sending in Junior 
and degree team year-end reports on �me. The Junior of the Year award will be announced and 



presented at our dinner at our Conven�on. So nice to see everyone, and looking forward to seeing 
everyone at our conven�on in July. 

*Secretary/Terry Meyer: Report is on the web. President Aggie thanked her for follow-ups on messages 
and reminders to go out to members. Terry said a big thank you to everyone for sending in year-end 
reports and correc�ng when there were issues—reminded everyone that it is very important that 
officers especially have correct emails listed. That is where we get informa�on so other officers can send 
requests directly to their county and division counterparts. It takes much �me to compile, and we can 
only go by what has been listed in reports. Lis�ng the membership year and when the degree was 
received is also important. Go through your membership lis�ng now and update as much as possible 
because it will make the year-end repor�ng much easier. Remember it must be completed in the Excel 
format ini�ally sent to you as that is the only format na�onal will accept. The na�onal is trying to set up 
a database that will make things a bit easier for repor�ng. So, the issue when using a business email is 
that it o�en gets blocked or marked as spam, and you are not receiving informa�on from us or na�onal. 
Our current membership total is 3435, and I know many of you have stated you have new members 
joining, so keep up the good work. Thank you again for your coopera�on with the reports. 

*Treasurer/JoAnn Gundersen: her report is on the web. Thank you to everyone for their hard work with 
the year-end reports. Chris�na did the audit, and there were no problems. She will have officers’ 
expenses a�er this mee�ng to pay. She is in the process of registering officers for the conven�on. As of 
March 31st, there is a balance in savings of $10,491.91 and in checking of $33.303.25. We paid out 
$21,937.5 0 in Na�onal per capita taxes. There are $1012.28 in uncashed checks from the previous audit; 
JoAnn is following up on those to see the status. Website domain renewal was $156.42. Thank you again 
to everyone for working with her to get reports completed and submited on �me. President Aggie 
thanked her for doing a good job. 

*Irish Historian/Cathie Doherty: excused her report is on our state website. Currently working on history 
reports from divisions and coun�es which are due soon to na�onal. Cathy Turck, our na�onal treasurer, 
announced that we had two winners on the na�onal level from Suffolk County -congratula�ons to all! 

* Missions & Chari�es/Teresa Kearns: see officers’ report on our website- Thank you to everyone; her 
Zoom mee�ng is on May 18th. Dona�on forms for mass cards etc. are on our website and also on 
na�onals. Teresa is available for any ques�ons or concerns members may have regarding forms and 
dona�ons. Items of dona�ons for Rochester can be brought to the conven�on. 

*Catholic Ac�on/Sissy Durkee: President Aggie thanked her for her work on organizing mass for this 
mee�ng. Sissy thanked everyone. Her report is on our website. Thank you for your dona�ons to SOAR of 
$1350 and Project St. Patrick of $865, NY con�nues to be a leader in dona�ons. A hear�elt thank you to 
Tim McSweeney for his two years of working with us ge�ng the tent and chairs for Mass at the Mass 
Rock. 

* Immediate Past President/Mary Beth Durkee: I haven’t heard anything new regarding membership or 
divisions. Greene County is rebuilding its membership. Available to help anyone with the forma�on of 
new divisions or if needing help with membership.  

Patricia Doyle Grants: to be determined not sure who is in charge of fundraising for it as Fundraising is 
doing a golf event for it. 



Calendars: 397. There are currently four outstanding ones assessed-3 from Queens and one from Orange 
County. We should receive approximately over $3,000, but it needs to be approved at an AOH mee�ng 
before we are paid. Unbelievable. 

*Webmaster/St. Bridget’s connec�on/Facebook-Becca Enders:  Thank you from President Aggie for 
se�ng up and recording all the Zoom mee�ngs for the conven�on.it is a lot of work. Would like the 
next connec�on to be in June; a reminder will go out to all beforehand. If anyone has informa�on etc., 
they would like posted on Facebook, please send it to Becci at LAOHNYSWEB@gmail.com 

*Fundraiser/Chris Brogan: report is on our website. There are s�ll some shirts available; please get in 
touch with Chris at nyslaohfundraising@gmail.com. Flyers were sent out for the Golf event to benefit 
the Pat Doyle Grant on June 19th; if you don’t play golf, consider coming to the luncheon: It’s all for a 
good cause. There is currently $6,426.33 in the fundraising account, with one uncashed check of $110 
as of March 31st. 

* Auditor/Chris�na Parisi: all was in order report is on our website—no unnecessary expense.  As of 
March 31st, the Fundraising opening balance was $8,267.33, with a closing balance of $6,426.3. 
Tes�monial expenses were all in order, as were dona�ons to the Columban sisters and FFAI. 

Savings account: opening account as of October 1/2022 $10,481.38, interest earned .53, closing 
$10,491.91 as of March 31,2023 

The checking Account opening balance as of October 1/2022 was $28,261.63, and the closing balance 
of $33,303.25 as of March 31, 2023. report on the website -there was no ques�onable revenue or 
expenses. All is in order and acceptable. 

Kathleen Casey made the mo�on to accept the auditor report mo�on, which Kim De Peaux seconded; 
all were in favor of the mo�on passed.  

*Freedom for All Ireland /Joan Moore:  Thank you for all your generosity. NY gave over $13,000. Keeping 
everyone informed of what’s going on in Ireland. Divisions should have an FFAI. We need to educate 
and explain the purpose of it to all new members and remind old ones. Has pins for $10 if anyone would 
like them. Will bring them to Rochester, also. Thank you was given by President Aggie for her work on 
keeping us all informed. 

* Immigra�on & Educa�on /Kathleen Stevens: nothing to report- was proud to be Grand Marshall of St. 
Patrick’s parade in Albany. 

*Sports Chair/Maureen Caffrey corn hole will be at Fr. Henry’s BBQ at 1:00 no fee to play; just come 
and have fun. Jenny McNabb explained that the cornhole event in memory of Tom Mcnabb that the 
AOH has is for scholarships for young men to atend conven�ons. We were never aware of this un�l 
a�er last spring’s mee�ng. We will consider making a dona�on for it. 

*Scrapbook/Madonna Nolty: excused, report on website 

Mo�on to accept Officers reports made by Peggy Osborne and second by Sue Messina, Karen Keane 
abstained all others accepted-mo�on passed 

*Past President Jackie Clute: How nice to see everyone here 7 thank you to the board for doing a good 
job. 
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Past President Anne Marie Ferguson: Delighted to be here; thank you to the board for the job they are 
doing; hope to see everyone in Rochester 

Past President Cathy Conway: so good to see the generosity of members; the degree team will be in 
Rochester 

Past president Dennis Sobus: congratula�ons to the board for all their hard work, and thank you to 
Becci for se�ng up the Zoom Rules of Order mee�ng. Congratula�ons to Anne Greer, who is now 90 
years old and celebra�ng a membership of 70 years. We gave her a special cer�ficate to commemorate 
her 70 years as an LAOH member. 

Immediate Past Na�onal President/ Karen Keane: nothing to report 

Past Na�onal President/Mary Hogan: Nice to see everyone; thank you to the board of officers; see you 
at the BBQ. 

 Past Na�onal President/Margaret Hennessy: Happy to be here; congratula�ons to the board, as its 
been a difficult two years. 

 

Unfinished Business 

• NYSLAOH Conven�on/Chair Karen Keane: Flyers are on the table-Hotel is setup-will contact the 
hotel to open another block of rooms for Saturday night. If you have not registered, please do so 
now; the deadline is June 26th. The commitee meets weekly. Mass and degree on Saturday will 
be at the hotel. They are working on an airport shutle for those flying in from the hotel. There 
have been two conven�on sponsors, one for $5000 And $2500 from Terry from her business. 
Thank you to both. There will be vendors available 

o Gayle Shalvoy-local conven�on chair: Golf event on Thursday morning, and there will for 
informa�on. There are tee shirts and pins available flyers on the website, or contact her 
for further informa�on. Friday night, hos�ng a social with music, a cash bar, and a botle 
pull by the local commitee. 

o It was asked about Na�onal supplies. They will see what can be brought in. The issue at 
the last conven�on was the credit card machine & internet, so it is suggested to write 
checks for items. Will need volunteers to sell 

o Please submit journal ads now forms on the website 
o Thankyou to the local AOH who have stepped up to the plate and helping 

New Business 

Terry noted that all leters of endorsement were received for board officers to move to the next 
office. As explained originally, two ladies were going to run for Catholic Ac�on, but one has decided to 
drop out; therefore, Maura McSweeney is running for Catholic Ac�on office. 

All 50 & 25-year cer�ficates were announced and handed out. If anyone missed submi�ng a name, 
please inform Terry; she will get one for you. 

Fr. Henry’s BBQ fundraiser for charity is at 1:00 at McGrath $10 



The mo�on was made to be a hole sponsor for the golf ou�ng by Marcella Detz, seconded by Sharon 
Tate; Gayle Shalvoy abstained all in favor mo�on passed. 

Debbie Burke reminded everyone about bringing baskets to the conven�on 

Kim DePeaux made a mo�on to donate $100 to the McNabb scholarship, seconded by Peggy 
Osborne; all were in favor of the mo�on passed. 

Joan Parisi made the mo�on to donate $100 to the Michael Quill fund; Francine Connerton seconded 
the mo�on; all favored the mo�on passed. 

Richmond County is having a fundraiser for Breast Cancer Awareness on June 24th- flyers are available 
contact Cathy Murphy or Noreen Hansen for further informa�on. 

Regina Begley wanted to thank everyone, especially Terry, JoAnne, and her Nassau Division 17 sisters, 
for their help a�er her stroke.  She wanted everyone to know she was fully healed and was back! 

Denise Fischer mo�oned to buy three microphones for the mee�ngs going forward; Rita Carron 
seconded it all to favor the mo�on passed. 

President Aggie thanked everyone for coming. 

The mo�on to close the mee�ng was made by Kim Clancy and seconded by Peggy Osborne; all were 
in favor mo�on passed. 

Mee�ng closing prayers by President Aggie. The mee�ng closed at 12:15 pm. 

Respec�ully submited,  

Terry Meyer 

NYS LAOH Secretary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 


