
 

 

Orange County 

Orange County, NY has been very busy this 
fall.  At the County Level, on Saturday, 
October 24th, Orange County President and 
LAOH NYS Missions and Charities Officer 
Terry Meyer and Division 1/3 members Kate 
Swiatek and Ann Pirock attended the 
testimonial dinner in honor of National 
President Mary Hogan.  They had the 
pleasure of meeting Barbara Jones the Irish 
Consul General of New York. 

 

On Saturday, November 7, 2015, the 
Orange County Board sponsored a breakfast 
and asked all those attending to please 
bring a baby item. All baby items where 
donated to our Mother's Cupboard; an 
organization established in some local 
parishes in Orange County.  Our Mother's 
Cupboard distributes baby items to 
expectant mothers who are in need.  All 
those who attended enjoyed a good 
breakfast and a morning of friendship.  

On Sunday, November 22, 2015, Orange 
County Board President and NYS Missions 
and Charities Officer Terry Meyer and 
Orange County Board Vice President Peggy 
Flynn and Division 1/3 member Ann Pirock 
attended the Bronx County AOH Annual 
Dinner Dance at Rory Dolans.  The ladies 
were glad to attend the event as 
current NYS President Tim McSweeney was 
one of the honorees.  A good time was had 
by all. 

On December 3, 2015, the Orange County 
board will hold their annual Christmas 
Dinner.  There will be a 50/50 raffle to 
benefit the county charity established to 
assist our sisters in need.  In addition, gifts 
will be raffled and the proceeds from the 
raffles will benefit Orange County's Safe 
Homes. 

The Divisions of Orange County, NY have 
been very busy too.   

Division 1/3 has adopted a senior citizen for 
the 2015 holiday season.  The division 
provided a full Thanksgiving dinner basket 
and will be providing a Christmas dinner 
basket.  The Division also held two auctions 
at their division meetings to raise money to 



give to local charities - Orange ForIan (a 
local fundraiser), St. Anastasia Faith 
Formation, and Parish Visitors of Mary 
Immaculate.  Donations were also made to 
the Columban Sisters, SOAR, Sacred Heart 
Outreach Mission, and the OCLAOH 50/50 
Raffle. 

Division 2 held a garage sale the weekend 
of October 3- 4, 2015.   The proceeds from 
the garage sale will be used to buy items for 
a family of three this Christmas.  The 
Division adopted this family through 
Catholic Charities’ Annual Adopt a Family, a 
Christmas program.  

The division will be having their annual 
Christmas dinner on Wednesday, December 
9, 2015 at the Canterbury Brook Inn, 
Cornwall NY. 

Division 5 provided apple juice and cider for 
Our Father's Kitchen Thanksgiving dinner at 
Sacred Heart Church.  The ladies also 
helped the widow of a veteran who is 
bedridden by giving her a turkey along with 
a financial contribution to help her through 
the holidays. 

On November 6th, more than 70 women 
participated in successful Bunco hosted by 
the division to raise money and awareness 
about breast cancer.  

Division 5 will host an open house in 
January for those interested in joining us, 
please contact Elizabeth Lynch at 
elynch@frontiernet.net. 

Division 6 participated in the Woodbourne 
Fire Department Veteran's Day Parade as 
you can see, with members (l-r) Regina 
Holland, Sharon Lilley and Nanci Vogt. Again 
giving out flyers with applications to join 

the LAOH. They were successful in gaining 
the interest of one person.  

 

 

On Oct 24, 2015, we had a successful Irish 
Tea Party with Bridget Auer and Nanci Vogt 
at the helm in planning.   

 

 

 



 

(l-r) B. Auer, K. Cappella, S. Lilley, guest, A. 
Keegan, guest, guest, R. Holland, M. Wingenter, 
M. Caughey. 

In our efforts to start a Junior Division, four 
of our members attended a "Protecting 
God's Children" training on Nov 12, 2015.  

Our meeting on Nov 14, brought forth many 
baby items to give to St. Peter's RC Church's 
Children's Thrift shop in Liberty, NY.  These 
items will go to the new layette sets to be 
given to poor mothers within Sullivan 
County at Christmas time.    

We have welcomed a new member from 
our Church Bulletin membership drive, and 
expect one more applicant after the first of 
the year.   

We are having a Christmas Cookie exchange 
for our next meeting, Dec. 5, 2015.  

We plan on having another Irish Tea in May 
with a plant raffle prior to Mother's Day as 
well as a "Wine and Design Party' sometime 
in the spring.  

We have donated money to the National 
Graves Assn, Belfast, Ireland, as well as the 

American Legion, and St. Joseph's Angel 
Christmas Tree.    

Division 6 has been busy planning their next 
year's program.  We have been successful in 
appointing the 1916 Rising History 
Chairman, Ellida Dempsey, as well as a FFAI 
Chairman, Janice Reynolds.  We are grateful 
that these two ladies stepped forward in 
our need for both positions.  

Please visit our Facebook page – LAOH OC 
NY.  The Orange County, NY LAOH would 
like to wish all a Merry Christmas! 

 Schenectady County 
 
The Schenectady Ladies have been busy this 
fall. In September meetings resumed with 
our annual pot luck and Birth Right baby 
shower. The ladies showed off their favorite 
recipe and brought a baby shower gift to 
support our local Birth Right chapter. It is 
always a fun time reconnecting with each 
other after taking the summer off.  

Above are some of the items that were 
delivered to Birthright in Schenectady. 

In November, the ladies sponsored a 
Veteran’s Day Ziti Dinner. We offered a free 
dinner to all active and retired military 



members. A local Girl Scout troupe assisted 
by: making cards, serving dinners and 
cleaning up afterwards. The girl scouts also 
completed the flag raising ceremony 
complete with the pledge allegiance and 
signing of the National Anthem.  A delicious 
meal was enjoyed with good friends and 
many stories shared. Special thanks go out 
to all the volunteers and especially our 
kitchen help.   

November 21st brought the installation of 
new officers. Mass was held at St Luke’s 
Catholic Church, then everyone went back 
to the Hall for dinner and the installation of 
officers by Karen Keane, National Treasurer 
- NY State President. 

 

Left to right: Linda Wolfe, Betsy Henderson, 
Cathy Turck, Beth Brzozowski, NYS President 
and installing Officer Karen Keane, Jennifer 
Bower, Kim DePeaux, Marti Juhren                

The following officers were installed:    
President- Cathy Turck                                
Vice-President – Betsy Henderson                      
Secretary- Kim DePeaux                     
Treasurer – Jacqueline Gilroy Clute                     
Financial Secretary – Mary Sieder                 
Irish Historian – Beth Brzozowski             
Missions and Charities –Linda Wolfe 
Catholic Action – Leah Darcy                

Mistress at Arms- Jennifer Langlais                
Sentinel- Brenda Adams         

The Schenectady Ladies will once again 
team up with the county, Toys for Tots and 
Ed Kosier, City Councilmen and Youth 
Council Chair to host our annual breakfast 
with Santa on December 12th.  Each year 
needy families come for a free hot 
breakfast, some arts and crafts, a visit from 
Santa, as well as a gift from the Marines. At 
the Division meeting on December 13th we 
will participate in our cookie exchange.  
Members bring homemade cookies to fill 
tins for our shut in sisters and also to share 
with each other. 

Wishing all of you the Merriest of 
Christmases and a Healthy and Happy New 
Year!  

Suffolk County 
 
Our Lady of the Island Shrine in Manorville, 
Suffolk County celebrated its 40th 
anniversary on September 13th this year.  As 
the pictures show, the weather was 
beautiful for the mass said by Bishop 
Murphy.    



Elizabeth Allen of Division 1, Suffolk County 
was deservedly honored with the Mother 
Theresa Award at this year’s NYS 
Convention.  The Award was presented to 
Elizabeth by Barbara Jones, Irish Consul 
General in NY. 

(From left to right:  Barbara Jones, Ronnie Allen, 
Elizabeth Allen, Fr. Henry Reid). 

The Ladies and Men of Division 5 went to a 
3-day event held in September at Camp Pa-
Qua-Tuck, a camp for children with 
disabilities in Center Moriches.  They 
donated $100 to the camp for this event, 
where they recruited new members and 
sold cookbooks and raffles to raise funds for 
their Catholic outreaches, Brighter 
Tomorrow, and for adopting a family at 
Thanksgiving and Christmas.   

 

From left to right:  Carol Aspinall, Patricia 
Hurley, Cathy Williams, Joan Bilardello. 

The Ladies of Division 3 held their annual 
Baby Shower for the Crisis Life Centers at 
their November meeting.  New baby 
clothing, diapers, baby furniture and other 
necessities as well as money, were donated.   
The Centers provide assistance and 
guidance to pregnant women, letting them 
know they always have a choice for life over 
abortion, and supporting them in that 
decision. 
 
Westchester County 
 
The Ladies AOH, Division 19, Yonkers held 
its 5th annual ladies luncheon on Saturday, 
October 24th at The Fairways at Dunwoodie 
Golf Course in Yonkers, NY. A great day was 
had by all with many members and friends 
of Division 19 in attendance.  
 

 
Members donated dozens of gift baskets for 
a Chinese auction and there were also 
several raffle prizes.  
 

 
'Irish Eyes Were Smiling" when this lovely lady 
won an Irish gift basket at the Division 19 event. 



Photos By Nuala Purcell 

 
 
Thank you to the organizers of this 
wonderful annual event:  Mary Murray-
Keaveney (Past President), Jennifer Keating 
McSpedon, Allison Burke (President, 
Division 19, Yonkers), Molly Keating 
Fitzpatrick (former Vice President) and 
Brigid Murray (Vice-President, Division 19, 
Yonkers). 
 
NYS Board Meeting 
 

 
 "Pretty In Pink" - LAOH National President 
Mary Hogan, NYS President Karen Keane 
along with members of the New York State 
LAOH posed for a group photo wearing 
their lovely NYS pink fleece vests at the NYS 
Ladies AOH Fall meeting, which took place 
at the Best Western Sovereign Hotel in 
Albany, NY on Saturday, November 

7th.  Vests can be purchased through their 
divisions for $25.00 per vest. 
 

 
Past NYS President Carol McTigue receiving gift 
from current NYS President Karen Keane 
 

 
NYS Appointees installed at State Board 
meeting. Left to Right: Colleen O’Reilly-
Webmaster/Information Technology, Delores 
Desch-FFAI, Cathy Turck- Public Relations and 
Teresa Kearns- Immigration and Legislation 
 

 
 The Gundersen Sisters:  (Rose Coulson, Kings 
County President and JoAnn Gundersen 
Catholic Action, NYS LAOH Board) 



 
NYS LAOH members collected diapers at the 
NYS Board meeting in Albany for needy 
mothers. Thank You All !! 
 
Juniors Corner: 
Orange County – Division 5 

The Division 5 Juniors are collecting snack 
and hygiene items that will be given 
to veterans at Montrose VA Hospital during 
the holidays. To learn more or for 
information on how to help, contact Briege 
DeBold at belurgan@frontiernet.net.  

Suffolk County -Division 2 Juniors  

The Juniors held a successful fund raiser for 
Cell Phones for Soldiers. They are shown 
here with NYS Phil Boyle and Division 2 
LAOH President Maureen McKean and Vice 
President Ann Munkwitz.

 

The Juniors made sandwiches for the Soup 
Kitchen, and have been collecting hats, 
gloves and scarves.  They also wrote 
Christmas cards for the Veterans in the VA 
Hospital in Northport, and will be helping 
Santa at the Children’s Christmas Party. 

Suffolk County - Division 7 Juniors 

At their Celtic New Year/Make-A-Wish 
Fundraiser, the Juniors raised $890.  

The Juniors honored the AOH & LAOH 
Veterans from all eras at their annual 
Veteran’s Night.  The night began with the 
Farmingdale Detachment of the Sea Cadets 
Honor Guard (one of the cadets was LAOH 
Junior Delaney F.) presenting the colors, 
and an AOH Junior Piper played God Bless 
America.  Brigid F., LAOH Junior President 
opened with prayers, and Air Force Veteran 
Mac McFadden recited a poem, The Soldier.  
Proclamations were presented by NYS 
Senator Phil Boyle and Suffolk County 
Legislator Tom Cilmi to Division 7, as well as 
to the family of Thomas O’Keefe, a Bronze 
Star and Purple Heart recipient who served 
in Vietnam and who passed away last year.  
During the refreshments, the Veterans 
shared their stories with the Juniors.  The 
Juniors are collecting coats for homeless 
Veterans. 

 
IRISH CHRISTMAS TRADITIONS  
 
Ireland, like most countries, has a number 
of Christmas traditions that are all of its 
own. Many of these customs have their 
root in the time when the Gaelic culture 



and religion of the country were being 
suppressed and it is perhaps because of 
that they have survived into modern times.  
 
THE CANDLE IN THE WINDOW  

The placing of a lighted candle in the 
window of a house on Christmas Eve is still 
practiced today. It has a number of 
purposes but primarily it was a symbol of 
welcome to Mary and Joseph as they 
travelled looking for shelter. The candle also 
indicated a safe place for priests to perform 
mass as, during Penal Times this was not 
allowed.  A further element of the tradition 
is that the candle should be lit by the 
youngest member of the household and 
only be extinguished by a girl bearing the 
name 'Mary'.  

 

THE LADEN TABLE  
After evening meal on Christmas eve the 
kitchen table was again set and on it were 
placed a loaf of bread filled with caraway 
seeds and raisins, a pitcher of milk and a 
large lit candle. The door to the house was 
left unlatched so that Mary and Joseph, or 
any wandering traveler, could avail of the 
welcome.  

THE WREN BOY PROCESSION  
During Penal Times there was once a plot in 
a village against the local soldiers. They 
were surrounded and were about to be 

ambushed when a group of wrens pecked 
on their drums and awakened the soldiers. 
The plot failed and the wren became known 
as 'The Devil's bird'.  
On St. Stephens’s day a procession takes 
place where a pole with a holly bush is 
carried from house to house and families 
dress up in old clothes and with blackened 
faces. In olden times an actual wren would 
be killed and placed on top of the pole.  
This custom has to a large degree 
disappeared but the tradition of visiting 
from house to house on St. Stephens Day 
has survived and is very much part of 
Christmas.  
 
DECORATIONS:  
The placing of a ring of Holly on doors 
originated in Ireland as Holly was one of the 
main plants that flourished at Christmas 
time and which gave the poor ample means 
with which to decorate their dwellings.  
All decorations are traditionally taken down 
on Little Christmas (January 6th.) and it is 
considered to be bad luck to take them 
down beforehand.  
 
TRADITIONAL GAELIC SALUTATION  
The Gaelic greeting for 'Merry Christmas' is: 
'Nollaig Shona Duit'......which is pronounced 
as 'null-ig hun-a dit'.  

 
HAPPY CHRISTMAS! 
Irish Christmas Traditions - An article 
provided by The Information about Ireland 
Site. (C) Copyright http://www.ireland-
information.com 


