
Britain. FULL STOP!  Foreswear my 
allegiance to Britain? I didn’t know what she 
was talking about. I told her, “Miss, I’m very 
sorry, but I cannot foreswear an allegiance 
that I do not have. I am Irish and my 
allegiance is to Ireland”.  She looked at me 
with consternation for a moment and then 
said, “Well, then you better read these 
papers.” She handed me back the stack of 
papers I had filled out before my exam. I 
perused them and was stunned to see that 
on every page where I had written “Irish” as 
my former nationality, they had crossed it 
out with a pen and written “English”. 
I told the woman, “I’m terribly sorry, but I 
can’t accept this. It’s important for me to 
do. I am Irish. I was born in Ireland and will 
only do this if I am referred to as an Irish 
Citizen”. She seemed perturbed that I 
would break the routine of the allegiance 
ceremony, and said, “I can’t do that. You’ll 
have to go to court to obtain the order for 
me to do it”.  “Fine”, I said. “When shall I go 
back to court?” I didn’t have to come back. I 
did it right then and was taken straight to 
the courtroom. No attorneys were allowed 
in the courtroom with me, only my two 
witnesses. I stood in front of the judge, 
whose name I can’t remember, and listened 
as the clerk explained why I was there 
before the court. Then I told the judge, “I 
am Irish, I will not forswear allegiance to 
Great Britain, I was born in Dublin, Ireland.” 
 
The judge and I then went into a very long 
discussion of all Irish history. He challenged 
my assertions. We kept going over it and 
over it, back and forth, but I wouldn’t give 
an inch. I couldn’t. Finally he said, “We’re 
going to have to find out what Washington 
thinks.” He instructed the clerk, “Check 
Washington and see what they consider a 
person like Miss O’Hara.” The clerk left the 
courtroom and returned shortly after that. 

He told the judge, “Washington says she is a 
British subject.” I was furious and told the 
judge, “I am not responsible for your 
antiquated records in Washington, DC.” He 
promptly ruled against me. I had no choice 
but to thank him and tell the court, “Under 
those circumstances, I cannot accept nor do 
I want to become an American citizen.” I 
turned to walk out of that courtroom, but 
having the kind of personality that I do, 
thought. I couldn’t give up without taking 
one last crack at him. I was halfway out of 
the courtroom when I turned back at him 
and said, “Your Honor, have you thought for 
one moment about what you are trying to 
force upon and take away from my child 
and my unborn children and my unborn 
grandchildren?” He sat back and listened 
intently as I went on. “You are trying to take 
away from them their right to boost and 
brag about their wonderful and famous 
Irish Mother and Grandmother. I just can’t 
accept that.”  
 
He had enough. The judge threw his hands 
up and explained, “Get this woman out of 
here! Give her anything on her papers that 
she wants, but get her out of here!” The 
clerk moved in my direction and I simply 
said, “Thank you, your Honor.” 
 
 This was the first time in the history of the 
United States of America that the American 
government recognized an Irish person as 
being Irish. The implications of the decision 
to list Maureen O’Hara as “Irish” were 
widespread, and crossed the Atlantic. Miss 
O’Hara writes: 
 
 “Apparently, the Irish government was 
unaware that its citizens were being 
classified as subjects of Great Britain. On 
January 29, Prime Minister Eamon De 
Valera issued the following statement: 



We are today an independent republic. We 
acknowledge no sovereignty except that of 
our own people. A fact that our attitude 
during the recent war should have amply 
demonstrated. Miss O’Hara was right when 
she asserted she owed no allegiance to 
Britain and therefore had none which she 
could renounce.” 
 
The Prime Minister then dispatched his 
envoys to Washington, DC where the 
Republic of Ireland formally requested that 
this policy be changed. The policy was 
changed, and my stand had paved the way 
for every Irish Immigrant to the United 
States, including my own brothers and 
sisters, to be legally recognized as Irish from 
that day forward!” 
 
Rest in Peace Miss O’Hara. Until we meet 
again, may God hold you in the palm of his 
hand. 
 
Athbhiain Faoi mhaise dhaoibh! 
Teresa Kearns 
 
Webmaster- Information 
Technology- Colleen O’Reilly  

Greetings Sisters,  
I hope the holiday season is finding you 
well.  
 
New content is being added to 
LAOHNYS.com regularly. Please visit often 
and connect with us on Facebook and 
Twitter.  
Recently added to LAOHNYS.com:   
• NYS Bylaws (draft copy) 
• LAOH National Constitution 
• Rules of Order & Procedure workshop 
• Donations, Grants, Gifts workshop 

• Creating a Website brochure 
 
Documents such as Bylaws and Officers 
Reports are available on our Members page 
and require a password to open. Division 
and County Presidents received the 
password with the latest Information 
Technology report. It was also announced 
during the Fall Board Meeting.  
 
Other documents, such as workshop 
presentations, are posted to the Resources 
page and do not require a password. Please 
take some time to view the workshop 
presentations. They were very well received 
by the membership in attendance and can 
be downloaded for future reference.   
 
If your division or county has a webmaster, 
social media, info tech, etc. person please 
email me their contact information so I can 
include them on related reports and emails. 
 
Continue to send in your events so we can 
add them to the calendar on our Events 
page. And when posting on the Internet 
remember, “Educate not litigate.”.  
 
In Friendship, Unity and Christian Charity, 
Colleen O’Reilly 
laohnysweb@gmail.com 
 

Albany County  

On November 1st, the Division hosted the 
Annual Albany County Deceased Members' 
Mass, remembering our LAOH and AOH 
sisters and brothers who have left us in the 
past year to go to God's hands. 

On November 7th, we were proud to host 
the Annual Fall State Board Meeting at the 



Best Western Sovereign Hotel in Albany. 
Later that night, our FFAI committee, 
chaired by the State (and county and 
division) FFAI chair Dolores Desch, put on a 
great night of music and food to raise funds 
for needy causes in Northern Ireland! Thank 
you for all your hard work Dolores! 

On December 5th the Division, along with 
their brothers in Division 5, will hold their 
annual Installation of Officers. Always a 
great night, it gives us a chance to celebrate 
our newly elected officers, and say thank 
you to the ones who served before them. 
Congratulations to all! 

December 6 will be the annual Children's 
Christmas Party, hosted by the LAOH, 
capped off with a visit from Santa Claus! Did 
you know that Santa plays the bagpipes?  Of 
course he does! 
The Division would like to wish a safe and 
Happy Holidays to all throughout the 
Christmas and the New Year. We look 
forward to the year to come!! 

Green County 
Our Lady of Knock - Division 32 

We are so lucky to live in this little corner of 
the world, where this past autumn has been 
one of the most spectacular in recent 
memory. At Labor Day Weekend we had 
our Annual Yard Sale at the Shrine of Our 
Lady of Knock, here in East Durham, and 
now we are looking forward to two very 
special events - Installation of 2016 officers 
and our Annual Christmas Party on 
December 6th, as well as the Annual 
Blessing and Lighting of our Memorial Angel 
Tree on December 8th.  We are 
also anticipating the opening of a Holy 
Door, at the Shrine, and all the blessings 
that imparts not only to parishioners but to 

all those visiting the Shrine throughout the 
Year of Mercy. 

Since 2016 marks the 100th Anniversary of 
the Rising, one of our members will be 
chairing a group to plan an informative 
exhibit of Woman of the 1916 Uprising, 
which will be placed in a conspicuous area 
in the Shrine of Our Lady of Knock in 
commemoration of those woman who had 
a part in the Uprising. 

As 2015 comes to a close, we wish all our 
sister Hibernians a Very Blessed and Merry 
Christmas, and a Happy and Healthy New 
Year. God Bless. Patricia Cullie, President 

 

Christmas Party 2014-Our immediate Past 
President Pat Steinhauer with AOH Division 2 
President Tim O'Sullivan 

 

2015 / 2016 President Pat Cullie 2nd from left 
with several members 



Kings County 
 

LAOH/AOH - Kings County, Volunteers for the 
Great Irish Fair 9/26/15 - 9/27/15 Brooklyn NY 
working the Soda Bread Booth 

LAOH Kings County officersLeft NY State 
Catholic Action JoAnn Gundersen, Kings County 
Chaplain Sr Virginia Lake CSJ, Kings County 
President Rose Coulson, Kings County Irish 
Historian Claire Hulton 

 
LAOH Kings County doing a membership drive 
at IRISH NIGHT at Cyclone Stadium 
L- R:  LAOH NY State Catholic Action JoAnn 
Gundersen, Kings County President Rose 
Coulson, Kings County Fundraiser Ann Marie 
McConeghy, Kings County Irish Historian Claire 
Hulton 

Monroe County 

We hope that everyone had a Thanksgiving 
full of family, food and fun. 

On November 7th we held a Mass for our 
deceased members at Our Lady of Victory in 
downtown Rochester. We are thankful for 
this opportunity to remember our sisters 
who have passed. 

In celebration of the Thanksgiving holiday 
we collected for, assembled and delivered 
all the fixings for a Thanksgiving feast and 
then some to Bethany House. Bethany 
House is a Catholic Worker House (one of 
the few left in the country) located in 
downtown Rochester. It provides 
temporary housing, meals and job and life 
counseling to women in transition. These 
women could be single or with children, just 
released from prison or drug rehabilitation 
or escaping domestic violence.  Bethany 
House helps them find permanent housing 
and get back on their feet. They depend 
solely on donations. 

We welcomed a new member into our 
sisterhood at our November meeting. Due 
to the hustle, bustle and general crowded 
nature of December, we will be celebrating 
Christmas in January with a brunch at Joey 
B’s.  

We wish all of our sisters a blessed and 
Merry Christmas and a happy and safe 
2016! 

Monroe County, Division 1 and 4 

 



Nassau County 

The Fall turned out to be quite a busy 
season for Nassau County.  In September 
we had a beautiful, although a bit windy 
day for our annual Feis & Festival.  The Feis 
was a great success in our new venue and 
we all hope to be back at Nickerson Beach 
Park again next year.   

In October, Division 17 held it’s annual Irish 
Heritage Parade and Festival. Unfortunately 
it was a cold and rainy day, but we made 
the best of it. 

Several members from Nassau County took 
part in the Stand Up for Life Rally on 
October 4th.  While all participants 
maintained a prayerful time of reflection, 
we were quite pleased with the car honks 
of those driving by who also support 
choosing/respecting life. 

 
Marylin Johnson(Nassau County VP) & Regina Begley 
(Nassau County Pres) at Stand Up for Life Rally 

In late October, Nassau County members 
attended the re-dedication of Mariner’s 
Monument in Rockville Cemetery. 2015 
marks the 175th anniversary of the 
monument commemorating the 139 lives 
lost off the coast of Long Beach and 
Rockaway who had been travelling to 
America on the Bristol and the Mexico.  The 
shipwrecks occurred in 1836 and 1837. In 

addition to the re-dedication, New York 
State has granted landmark status to the 
Rockville Cemetery and the monument 
itself.  It is anticipated that National 
landmark status is not far behind. 
Fundraising efforts are currently underway 
to continue enhanced landscaping and 
revitalization of the monument. 

Fundraising efforts were also kicked off on 
October 18th at the Irish American Center 
for renovations to the Nassau County Easter 
Rising Monument.  Both the Men and 
Ladies, as well as several other Irish 
organizations in Nassau County are looking 
forward to the completion of the 
renovations in time for our 
Commemoration Ceremony of the 100th 
Anniversary of the Easter Rising on Easter 
Monday, March 28th.   

Ladies from Nassau County also enjoyed a 
wonderful evening at the Marriott 
Renaissance Hotel in Elizabeth, New Jersey.  
Following the Interim National Board 
meeting, we gathered for dinner and 
dancing to honor our National President, 
Mary Hogan, at her testimonial dinner.  

Division 15 held their annual Communion 
Breakfast, and 2 Nassau County Pipe bands, 
Tara Pipes & Drums (Division 15) and Glor 
na Gael (Division 14) both held their annual 
Pipers Ball.  

A few Ladies from Nassau County were also 
on hand at Monahans Restaurant to help 
our Brother Hibernians from Division 15 in 
Queens County celebrate their 75th 
Anniversary.   



 
75th Anniversary AOH Div 15 Queens County (Front) 
Mary McCauley (div 14) Marian Cronin (NC Catholic 
Action) (Back) Stephanie Leahy (div 14) Regina 
Begley (NC Pres) Maureen Leahy Rice (NC Sentinel)  

And we closed out the Fall season by 
attending Division 22’s (Kings County) 
Communion Breakfast at Holy Angels Parish 
in Bay Ridge, Brooklyn. 

LAOH Division 17 Long Beach.  Outside Sacred Heart 
Church following Mass held in honor of deceased 
LAOH/AOH Brothers & Sisters before the start of Irish 
Heritage Parade & festival  

 

Rededication of Mariner’s Monument (l-r) Gail Kelly 
(Div 14), Maureen Leahy Rice (NC Sentinel) Regina 
Begley (NYS Irish Historian/NC President) Marianne 
Fleischer (NC Irish Historian/Div 17 Pres), Marian 
Cronin (NC Catholic Action), Peggy Hannan (Div 17) 

 

National President’s Testimonial Dinner (Seated) 
Laurieann Defillipo (Div 8 VP), Marylin Johnson (NC 
VP/Div 8 Pres) Marianne Fleischer (NC Irish 
Historian/Div 17 Pres) (Standing) Carol McTigue (NYS 
Immed Past Pres  Regina Begley (NYS Irish 
historian/NC Pres) 

 

Communion Breakfast Kings County – (l-r) Rose 
Coulson (Kings Cty Pres) JoAnn Gunderson (NYS 
Catholic Action) Carol McTigue (NYS Immed Past 
Pres) Mary Hogan (National Pres) Regina Begley (NYS 
Irish Historian) Maureen Leahy Rice (NC Sentinel)  

That’s it from Nassau; wishing everyone a 
very Merry and Blessed Christmas season. 
God bless.    

 

 



Niagara County 

Division 1 - Niagara Falls 

Fall is always a busy time in Niagara Falls. 
September began with the ladies of Niagara 
County baking for our Irish Tea Tent at the 
Annual Celtic Festival in Olcott.  Each year 
the divisions of Niagara County work 
together selling scones, cookies and the 
festival favorite, Irish Whiskey Cake. 
 
In October, the beautiful autumn colors of 
the Niagara Gorge were temporarily 
replaced with the pink of breast cancer 
awareness as the ladies from both Niagara 
County divisions came out for the annual 
Pinktober commemoration. 
 

 

As you may have heard, Niagara Falls 
Division 1 celebrated its 40th Anniversary in 
October.  The celebration was kicked off 
with a Welcome Party on Friday evening. 
Saturday we began with Mass at St. Mary of 
the Cataract Church followed by dinner and 
dancing at the Quality Inn & Suites in 
Niagara Falls.   

 

Mrs. Susanne LaGasse was honored with 
lifetime membership.  Sue is such an asset 
to the LAOH!  We are fortunate to have her 
wise counsel. 

 

Division 1 celebrated Thanksgiving a little 
early this year with its own annual 
Thanksgiving dinner at the November 
meeting. All the ladies contributed to the 
meal by bringing a dish to share.  In 
addition to a dish for our dinner, members 
brought jars of peanut butter and jelly for 
the Niagara County Peanut Butter & Jelly 
drive which benefits local food pantries.  

Division 2 – Lockport 

LAOH Division II Ladies have been busy 
since July. In July, our sister Teresa 
Kearns was appointed to the LAOH New 
York State Board as the Immigration  



and Legislation Chair!! This is quite an 
honor and it is well deserved. We are all 
so proud of Teresa and all the hard work 
she does not only for Division II but  
for all of  LAOH! Congratulations, Teresa!  
 

 
 
In July we also volunteered at our 
Annual Challenger Baseball Event.  Several 
ladies took time to assist players with 
special needs in a fun game of baseball.  
The ladies will tell you that they 
get far more out of volunteering then the 
players do in playing the game. 

 
 
In August, ladies attended a Memorial Mass 
at the Irish Famine monument.  From the 
mid-to late-19th Century, the Buffalo 
Waterfront became one of the world’s 
largest inland immigration ports. Many 
immigrants from Ireland sailed across the 
Atlantic and continued their journey to the 
eastern ports of North America and onward 
to Western New York. Those entering the 

country through the port of New York often 
crossed the State on the Erie Canal in 
search of work. Thousands of Irish settled, 
here, at the site of this monument.  
 

      
 
The Western New York Irish Famine 
Memorial is within view of the Old Erie 
Canal, the grain and steel mills, and other 
industry that flourished with Irish labor. It is 
here that the Irish lived, worked and 
secured liberty for themselves and their 
families.  
September brought the Celtic Festival!  Our 
Ladies baked whiskey cakes and we 
prepared to work the weekend for our 
biggest fundraiser of the year.  

   

 
Opening ceremonies for the 2015 Celtic 
Festival began at noon on Saturday. We 
were asked to march in the opening parade. 
Our own State appointee, Teresa Kearns, 
was asked to open the festival!  
 



The Ladies also participated in a Walk to 
end Alzheimer's. Our Sister Susan 
Griffith gave the opening speech that was 
truly from the heart. 
 

 
 
In the month of October Ladies from 
Division II lined up for the Annual 
International event known as Pinktober.  
Niagara Falls was lit up in pink and dozens 
of people formed a living ribbon across the 
Rainbow Bridge all for the fight against 
breast cancer. The sixth annual Pinktober 
event took place Oct. 9 and started at the 
Hard Rock Cafe on Prospect Street in 
Niagara Falls that benefited the American 
Cancer Society. In addition to lighting 
Niagara Falls pink, the highlight of the 
evening involved dozens of people who 
were either battling breast cancer, survivors 
of breast cancer, along with their families, 
friends and supporters linking hands to 
form a human chain across the Rainbow 
Bridge – a Living Ribbon.  
 
Also, Lockport Division II had a wonderful 
time celebrating with our "Sisters" from 
Niagara Falls for their 40th anniversary! 
God Bless the LAOH Niagara Falls Division I!   

 
 
Finally, we decided to get together for 
something fun and carve pumpkins!  
Several Ladies came and showed their 
creativity. Our Ladies had so much fun. 
 

 
Nollaig Shona agus Athbhliain faoi Mhaise 
Duit!  

Merry Christmas and a prosperous New 
Year! 

Oneida County 

Sunday, November 15, 2015 – Our Lady of 
Knock Chapter, Div. 17, Ladies Ancient 
Order of Hibernians and the John C. 
Devereux Div. 1 celebrated the Annual Mass 
of Remembrance at Our Lady of Lourdes 
Church, Utica, New York.  Following Mass all 
gathered outside at the Celtic Cross for 
additional prayers for our deceased sisters 
and brothers and the group was lead in 
Amazing Grace by Irish Piper David DeCola.  
We then attend brunch together for great 
conversation, friendship and Christian 
Unity. 


