
 

 

 

President Message                 
Karen Keane 

Sisters,  
I must start by writing a big Thank You for 
trusting me to lead you over the next two years. 
 
As most of you are aware, we had our 59th 
biennial convention from July 8-11, 2015 in 
Uniondale, NY.  At the convention, the new 
State Board was elected and installed and many 
changes were approved and discussed.  This 
article is to update you on some of the changes. 
 
New State Board 

 

First, as new State President, it is my pleasure to 
serve you and assist your Division and County to 
grow and become more energized.  You will 
notice that we have many new jobs listed for 
our Board members in the attached listing, but 
the actual number of people on the Board is 
reduced.  I have made only four voting 
appointments in order to reduce our expenses, 
while insuring that all our responsibilities are 
covered.  Please share the new State Board 
listing with your officers and Divisions so that 
each officer knows her counterpart on the State 
Board.   
 
Meeting Dates and Other Events 

The schedule for State Board Meetings and 
Conventions are as follows: 

• Fall Board Meeting: Saturday, November 

7, 2015 at 9:00 am.  The meeting will  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
start in the morning to allow for workshops to 
be held in the afternoon.   
 

• The meeting will take place at the Best 
Western Sovereign at 1228 Western 
Avenue (Route 20) Albany NY.  A special 
reduced room rate was secured for 
$85.00 per night.  This includes free 
parking and breakfast.  Workshops 
should be over by 3:00.  A Freedom for 
All Ireland (FFAI) event will take place 
that Saturday evening for anyone 
interested in attending.  It is sponsored 
by the local LAOH and AOH Divisions. 

• Saturday, April 23, 2016- Special 100th 
Anniversary of the Easter Rising 
Celebration in St Patrick Cathedral in 
New York City.  More details to follow.  
This is a unique time for all Irish 
Americans and is especially the time for 
us to show everyone the Role of Woman 
in the Easter Rising.   

• Saturday, April 30, 2016 Spring Board 

Meeting in East Durham, New York at 

9:00 am.  Please note that this is a time 

change.  The meeting will be in the 
morning to allow for workshops in the 
afternoon which should be over by 
3:00p.m. 

• Monday, July 11-Friday, July, 14, 2016 – 
National LAOH Convention in Atlantic 
City, NJ.  More details to follow 
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• Saturday, November 5, 2016- Fall Board 
Meeting tentative 

• Saturday, May 8, 2017 at 9:00 am East 
Durham New York, Spring Board Meeting 

• New York State Convention (60
th

 

Biennial) July 12-16, 2017 (tentative) in 
Buffalo, NY 

 

Your attendance at these meetings is strongly 
recommended.  This is the time you can see 
your Sisters across the State, give your ideas and 
questions to the Board, and participate in the 
workshops.   
 
Annual Dues 
At the State Convention, the delegation 
unanimously agreed to increase the State Per-
Captia Taxes to $5.00 from the prior $3.50.   This 
was done in order to insure the continuing 
function of the State Board.  Also, with this 
increase, Bylaws were passed that eliminated 
the proceedings assessment of $100.00 to 
County Board and $25.00 per Division, as the 
proceedings will be made available to all 
members on the State Board’s new website 
laohnys.com when received from Our 
Immediate Past President.  Further, a copy of 
the State Bylaws will be available online. 
 
Another action taken on this was the 
elimination of the Junior Per Capita Tax of $0.25 
per member. 
 
Fundraising Efforts 

In order to help prevent future dues increase, 
the State Board is sponsoring a raffle.  Each 
County Board and Division should have received 
a packet containing a flier regarding the raffle 
and tickets for your County Board or Division to 
sell.  The number of tickets each Division 
received was based on your membership.  
Please help the State Board help you.  The 
tickets cost $20.00 each and give the purchaser 
30 opportunities to win.  The prizes are 
explained on the flier. 
 

Half of all profits from the raffle will go to the 
new Missions and Charity fund New York voted 
to develop at the Convention.  This money will 
be disbursed within New York State at our next 
State Convention in Buffalo.  A committee was 
been formed to lay out the foundation and 
guidelines for this fund.  It is a great way to help 
our fellow New Yorkers. 
 
Also, at the Fall Board meeting we will be 
modeling a new New York LAOH fleece vests 
that can be purchased to wear at the National 
Convention and elsewhere. 
 
Membership Drive 
At convention, I set a challenge that was met 
with excitement; that we have Divisions in 80% 
percent of the Counties of New York State in 8 
years.  In order to meet that goal, I appointed 
State Board Members to also act as organizers.  
Please see the State Board list for the Organizer 
in your area.  We will be reaching out to our 
Brothers in the AOH and the local Diocese 
Offices to assist us in this endeavor.  Please help 
us meet this goal by encouraging family 
members and friends in other counties of the 
State to join Our Noble Order.  Also, we need to 
make strong the Divisions that may be 
struggling.  If your Division needs assistance, 
please contact me or your area Organizer.  
While we want more Divisions and Members, 
we absolutely must retain the Divisions and 
Members who have made us strong.  We are 
the largest Irish Catholic Women’s Group in the 
World.  Let’s keep it that way! 
 
Closing 
Each President should have received loads of 
information from the State Officers and 
Appointees.  As President, I ask each of you to 
help facilitate the work of the Order by sharing 
all the information with the Officers and the 
members.  Our new website is up and running.  
Please watch out for the Webmaster’s 
(Information Technology Specialist) 
announcement and requests to follow us on 



Facebook and Twitter.   Please make sure that 
the State Board has all the up-to-date 
information on your officers so that we can 
confirm the free flow of information to the 
members.   

 
Vice President – Jackie Clute 

Hello Sisters 

This is my first article for the St. Brigid’s New 
York Connection as the NYS Vice President, one  
which I am particularly thrilled to write since I 
hold the juniors and the Degree Teams close to 
my heart( it also means I am no longer the NYS 
secretary-whew!!) 

I have served as the junior coordinator for my 
division but unfortunately we no longer have a 
junior division- this is exactly what I would like 
to talk to all of you about.   The well-being of 
this order is dependent on the membership and 
the junior divisions are a great way to recruit the 
members we need. The girls that join the junior 
divisions are enthusiastic and ready to learn 
about our order.  They bring so much to the 
sponsoring divisions; from their joy in life to 
their desire to do good works and help others. I 
believe that we should make a concerted effort 
to start new junior divisions throughout the 
state.  The division vice presidents should take 
the lead on this and I will be more than willing 
to help where and when you need me. Sisters, 
let’s make a difference in the lives of our young 
girls and show them how wonderful it is to be a 
member of the Ladies Ancient Order of 
Hibernians, Inc.!!!  

Degree Teams continue the message that we 
will teach our young girls, that of Friendship, 
Unity and Christian Charity. It seems to me that 
we sometimes forget how important being a 
sister to each and every member is. We forget 
that God is present in each of us and that we all 
deserve respect. The Degree Teams are very 
strong advocates of this belief. New York State is 

indeed lucky to have three teams to spread the 
message. If your division, or county is 
considering starting a degree team, please 
contact me, I know a little something about 
starting a team. I have been blessed to be a 
founding member and the guardian of the 
Capital District Trinity Degree Team and I would 
love to help you get a team off the ground. 

In closing, if you have questions, ideas or just 
want to chat, please feel free to call me at  

518-395-9964 (H)  or 518-878-3087 (C). I can 
also be reached via email at 
banbha1021@gmail.com 

In our motto of Friendship, Unity, and Christian 

Charity, Jackie  

Secretary- MaryBeth Durkee 

Sisters, 
 
Now that the summer months have slipped 
away, we are busy planning Hibernian events for 
the coming days. 
 
Our Fall State Board meeting will be held on the 
weekend of November 6 and 7, 2015.  The 
meeting will be held at the Best Western 
Sovereign hotel, 1228 Western Avenue, Albany, 
N.Y.  Reservations can be made by contacting the 
hotel at (518) 489-2981 and use code “AOH”.  
The room rate is $85.00 per night and includes a 
big breakfast and free parking. 
 
The general meeting will begin at 9AM on 
Saturday morning.  A workshop on “Roberts 
Rules for you” an “All things Financial” will be 
conducted after the general session. 
 
Our Missions and Charities Chairman, Therese 
Meyer, has requested that each member 
attending bring a package of disposable diapers 
for distribution to the Albany Diocese 
Community Maternity Services program. 



The attendance sheets have been emailed to the 
County Presidents for distribution to the Division 
Presidents.  If you are interested in attending the 
meeting as a delegate or observer, please 
contact your County/Division President by 
October 24, 2015. 
 
I hope you all enjoy a pleasant “Indian Summer”, 
and I look forward to seeing you at the board 
meeting.  If I can be of any assistance please feel 
free to contact me at mbdurk7@gmail.com or 
(518) 274-8448. 
Mary Beth Durkee 

 
Treasurer- Aggie O’Leary 

Hello Sisters, 
I hope everyone made it home safe from our 
successful convention. 
For those sisters who were unable to attend you 
missed a productive, exciting, fun time. 
I send congratulations to the Nassau County 
Convention committee for a job well done. 
My best wishes to Carol McTique, following her 
successful term as NYS LAOH President, and to 
our new President, Karen Keane, her Officers 
and Appointees. 
For myself, as your new Treasurer, I ask for your 
support, patience and prayers! 
I hope you all had a safe and enjoyable summer; 
I look forward to seeing you at our fall State 
Board Meeting. 
 
Please be advised that any checks sent to the 

NYS treasurer must be made out payable to:  

Ladies Ancient Order of Hibernians Inc. 

Nothing else is acceptable. 

In Our Motto, Aggie  

 
Irish Historian – Regina Begley 

Dear Sisters, 

What a summer it has been!  We had some 

pretty terrific beach weather, I had the 

opportunity to vacation in Paris with my niece 

and of course, there was the AOH LAOH NYS 

Convention!!  That’s all behind us now and it’s 

time to move on to new and exciting LAOH 

activities and events! 

I would like to start off by saying thank you for 
the honor to serve as your New York State Irish 
Historian for the next 2 years. I look forward to 
this wonderful opportunity and working with all 
of you.  In early August, I sent a letter of 
introduction to the County/Division Presidents 
and Irish Historians.   I will touch briefly on a few 
of the topics I mentioned in that letter.  

In April of 2016, we will be commemorating the 
Centennial Year of the Easter Rising, a very 
significant event in Irish History.  As announced 
earlier in the year, the topic for the 2015 - 2016 
Irish History Writing Contest is "The 

Involvement of Women in the Easter Rising”.  

At that time, we were encouraged to begin 
promoting the contest a little earlier than we 
usually do.  But now the official kick off is here 
and all County/Division Presidents and Irish 
Historians should have received, from me, the 
LAOH National Irish Historian’s kick off letter 
and all the necessary information for the 
contest.  I encourage you all to promote this 
contest in as many schools, parishes etc. as 
possible.  Key dates for the contest are at the 
bottom of this article.  

I would also like to ask each Irish Historian to 
encourage their Divisions and Counties to put up 
displays at their local library and/or community 
centers and even their Division/County meeting 
venue highlighting the Centennial Year of the 
Easter Rising and the role of women during this 
important part of Irish history.  Our National 
website has several posters depicting the work 
and accomplishments of the Cumann na mBan.  
All are welcome to download them from the 
National website.  www.ladiesaoh.com  Please 
let me know if you need any help.     



 Our National Irish Historian has also begun an 
Irish History Newsletter. Two issues have 
already been published and an article on the 
1916 Easter Rising Heroes has also been 
published.  If you have not read them yet, I 
encourage you to do so. They would also make a 
wonderful presentation at your Division and/or 
County meeting.  They can be found on the 
National website. 

LAOH NYS President Karen Keane, has asked me 
to Chair the NYS LAOH Easter Rising Centennial 
Committee.  Along with Cathy Turck (NYS Public 
Relations) and Dolores Desch (NYS FFAI), we will 
be working with the AOH State and National 
Boards, as well as the LAOH National Committee 
on a series of events commemorating this 
historic event and honoring the men and 
women who took part in it. The first event is 
planned for Saturday, April 23, 2016 at St. 
Patrick's Cathedral in New York City. We will 
send ‘save the date’ announcements and keep 
you updated on all events through the LAOH 
NYS Public Relations Office.      

Lastly, I would be remiss if I did not at least 
mention the annual year end history report.  
Yes, Sisters, even with the many upcoming 
events for the commemoration of the 100th 
anniversary of the Easter Rising and our Cumann 
na mBan poster displays, the year-end report 
must still be submitted. It is not too early to 
start pulling together the required information. 
If you are new to the role of Irish Historian, 
please touch base with your predecessor to 
familiarize yourself with the annual report. 
There will be more to come on this.   

This is a very unique time in Irish history and I 
am very excited to be a part of it.  

I look forward to working with all of you and 
hearing about your efforts in promoting our 
heritage. If your County or Division is planning 
an activity in honor of the 100th anniversary, 
please send me the details and I will make every 
effort to attend.   

 Please do not hesitate to call or email me with 
any questions you have or help you might need.  
My contact information is below.  Looking 
forward to seeing everyone at the November 
Board meeting!  Hopefully Cathy, Dolores and I 
will have some more news on upcoming events 
for the Centenary commemoration! 

Timeline for National Irish History Writing 

Contest  

September 1, 2015 – National Historian sends 
info packets to State Historians – COMPLETE 

September 15, 2015 – State Historian sends info 
packets to County Board &Division Historians – 
COMPLETE 

October 1 – November 15, 2015 – Schools 
receive packets and students begin writing 
papers 

November 15, 2015 – Essays (4 copies) to be 
submitted to Division Historians 

December 15, 2015 – 7 Winning essays, per 
level (4 copies of each) to be submitted to 
County Board Historians 

January 15, 2016 – 7 winning essays, per level (4 
copies of each) to be submitted to State 
Historian 

February 15, 2016 – 7 winning essays, per level 
(4 copies of each) to be submitted to National 
Board Historian 

March 31, 2016 – National Board Awards 
announced   

 Yours in Friendship, Unity & Christian Charity, 

Regina   

Email:   laohregina@optonline.net 

Mobile:516-712-4177, Home:516-431-2852, 
Work:914-846-5525    

 



Missions and Charities – 

Therese Meyer 

Dear Sisters, 

 My name is Therese Meyer and it is my honor 
and privilege to be your Missions and Charities 
New York State Officer for the next two years.   

I have seen how much you all do for your local 
charities and am very impressed how you all 
uphold our motto of Christian Charity.  I must 
remind you that we do have 3 National Charities 
that we as LAOH members need to support in 
addition to your other charities.   

It is suggested that each division is to donate a 
minimum of $2.00 per member per year to 
Missions and Charities.  In November I will be 
sending out to each County / Division Missions 
and Charities Officer a reminder of the $2.00 per 
member donation. In order to get credited 
correctly the proper procedure is to use the 
forms that are on our National website 
(www.ladiesaoh.com. ) when making donations. 
Please  be sure include your Division, County, 
and State on all donations submitted and 
designate how you would like your donation 
allocated on the form. I encourage you to check 
out the websites for our National Charities and 
to share the information at your meetings.                                                                         
Columban Fathers www.columban.org 

Columban Sisters www.columbansisters.org 
 

I am asking you that when attending our fall 
meeting in November that each of you bring a 
package of disposable diapers that will be 
donated to Community Services through the 
Albany Diocese. 
 
I am excited to announce that we are in the 
process of developing the New York State 
Patricia Doyle Memorial Grant formally known 
as the NYS Appeals for Aid. I will have further 
information at our fall meeting for you. 

 
Lastly it is my honor to serve in the newly 
formed position of Organizer for the LAOH of 
the Hudson Valley. My territory is from 
Orange/Rockland up to Greene/Columbia 
Counties.  I will be here to help 
Counties/Divisions and also be looking to 
develop new divisions. 
 
I look forward to working with all Divisions and 
Counties and please do not hesitate to contact 
me with any questions or concerns. 
Yours in Friendship, Unity, and Christian Charity, 

g{xÜxáx `xçxÜ 
Tmmeyer4@gmail.com 
 

Catholic Action – Joanne 

Gunderson 

Dear Sisters,  

I would like to begin by saying thank you for the 
honor to serve as your New York State Catholic 
Action Officer for the years 2015-2017.  I look 
forward to this wonderful opportunity to work 
with all of you.   

Over the next two years I will be working closely 
with all County Catholic Action Officers 
throughout New York State whether via e-mail, 
phone or attending monthly meetings to 
encourage the work they are doing with their 
members.  Their ideas will be brought back to 
NY State Board Officers and published, so all 
County Catholic Action Officers will be aware of 
what other Counties are doing. 

As you are all aware, the primary function of the 
Catholic Action Officer is to encourage 
fundraising activities in support of Project Saint 
Patrick, which assists struggling young 
seminarians and novitiates in their studies.  We 
are celebrating twenty-one years since the 
program was founded and we encourage all 
Counties and Divisions to do a fundraiser to 
assist those studying for religious life.  



 Another Catholic Action Officer function is to 
support our aging religious through 
contributions to SOAR (Support Our Aging 
Religious).  We all need to work together and 
find new ways to increase donations to these 
worthy causes. 

At this time, I would like to spend a few minutes 
on the procedures to be used by all LAOH Sisters 
for Project Saint Patrick (PSP) donations.  There 
is a brand new Project Saint Patrick donation 
card that can be used for all occasions – both In 

Honor Of and In Memory Of.  The all-occasion 
cards were designed by our National President, 
Mary Hogan, and they are now available.  
(These are not Mass cards, they are donation 
cards only).  The return insert cards (included 
with the PSP donation cards) and all checks 
(payable to LAOH, Inc.) are to be mailed to: 
Mary Ann Lubinsky, National Catholic Action 
Officer, P.O. Box 186, Pottsville, PA, 17901 (PSP 
to be written in the memo section on your 
check).  PSP ‘insert cards’ and ‘checks’ are to be 
mailed to this address ‘only’.  (Copies of the 
“return insert card” should be sent to me, and a 
copy kept on file with the Division and County 
Catholic Action Officers).  In addition, requests 
for extra PSP cards can be sent to Mary Ann 
Lubinsky.  Note: If you have any remaining older 

PSP cards at this time, they must be used before 

the new ones.  If you need further information, I 
can be reached at (718) 219-4378 or E-mail:  
jgunde2000@gmail.com . 

Now is the time to start preparing your Catholic 
Action end of the year reports.  Forms are 
available on the National Website 
www.ladiesaoh.com .  Scroll down and click on 
Catholic Action tab (left side of page) where you 
will find important forms and information on 
PSP, SOAR, Annual Reports, Right to Life, etc.  
Each month, Counties and Divisions are to 
review and update the Annual Catholic Action 
Report Form.  Dates for submitting forms will be 
addressed in the next newsletter.   

I will be also discussing other important 
functions of the New York State Catholic Action 
Officer; such as, Right to Life Programs, Annual 
Reports, SOAR and Volunteering.  Yours in 

Friendship, Unity and Christian Charity, JoAnn 

Gunderson, NYS Catholic Action Officer, P.O. Box 

290-013, Brooklyn, NY 11229-0013. 

Publicity Chair-Cathy Turck 

Hello ladies.  It was great to see so many of you 
at Convention in July.  A number of contact 
emails that I have on record for Division and 
County Presidents continue to have non-
working emails.  Every time I try to use the email 
address, I receive an automatic response saying 
that the message was undeliverable.   Some 
emails bounce back to me because the mailbox 
is over its quota for receiving emails.   

The following emails are not working. If you 
know these sisters please let them know or send 
me the correct email: 

Kings Co. – Jeannie Johnson 
jeanniejohnson@yahoo.com, Barb Wasserman 
barbbsshol@aol.com  

Orange County – Vivian Hawkins 
gram4kid@frontier.net  

Richmond Co- Joan Hughes-dhughes3@si.rr.com 

Niagara Lockport- Susan Linderman 
sebanks1@yahoo.com , Megan Mulley 
mmm13@geneseo.edu, Erin Rotella 
ruhrohloo@msn.com , Elise Shaw 
bicycle590@aol.com , Christina Taylor 
taylorgobragh@cinci.rr.com , Karen Castle 
castlesc@msn.com , smusto@mail.niagaraedu , 
Maureen Henderson 
mgoodlander@hotmail.com  

Beth Coffman bethzuczeko@yahoo.com   

Please remember that the State newsletter 
comes out 4 times a year and our next issue is 
due in December 1st.  Please continue to send 



updated distribution lists for your Divisions to 
my email cathyturck33@gmail.com  As always, 
thank you so much for the contributions to this 
newsletter and for all the good work you do 
throughout the year! 

Also, please visit our new and improved website 
at laohnys.com for information and updates. 

In our motto of Friendship, Unity, and Christian 
Charity……………………….Cathy 

Freedom for All Ireland- 
Delores Desch 

Dear Sisters,  

The news from the North is once again reflective 
of loyalist efforts to derail the progress made, 
forcing leaders to scramble to retain the power 
sharing Stormont government. This latest 
debacle can be attributed to the Ulster Unionist 
Party (UUP) taking advantage of a local crime 
which made the Belfast headlines.  

In August, a 53 year old man with republican 
ties was murdered. The police suspect it is a 
revenge killing for the murder of another 
republican three months prior.  It was reported 
in the Belfast Telegraph that Police Service of 
Northern Ireland (PSNI) chief constable George 
Hamilton said “the PIRA still exists and some 
members were involved in the murder earlier 
this month of Kevin McGuigan, 53”.  Mr 
Hamilton has, however, said “the PIRA is not 
engaged in terrorism - instead pursuing 
peaceful, political republicanism - and that there 
is no evidence the McGuigan killing was 
sanctioned by the IRA leadership”. 

However, the UUP took the opportunity to 
accuse Sinn Fein of sanctioning these so called 
‘terrorist’ crimes. The UUP quickly voted to 
withdraw from the power-sharing Executive, 
effectively taking their ball and going 
home…most likely because they are losing.  This 
move was conveniently disguised as yet another 

episode of the fictional drama: ‘The IRA is still 
operating in the North’. 

Belfast, like all cities has its share of law abiding 
citizens as well as criminals.  One can assume 
that of the criminal element some may have a 
republican past, others a loyalist past.   
Committing criminal acts does not equate to 
terrorism, nor should it be compared to that.  
However if one wanted to exploit the situation 
they certainly could conveniently jump up and 
say “Ha! We told you, the IRA is still terrorizing 
the North!”   And…that is what happened.  It 
happened because the opportunity arose for a 
street crime to be turned upside down and 
fabricated into an IRA attack. Now the 
leadership in the North has to stop and deal 
with this baseless accusation just to appease the 
unionist community.  

Once again we come to the realization that 
Peace and the Unification of Ireland still hangs 
in the balance, and there continue to be groups 
taking every opportunity to derail the efforts 
and progress made toward this goal.    

Through the FFAI Christmas Appeal you can 
show your support for these people who have 
to live this life in the North of Ireland every day.  
The same people who have to once again pick 
up the paper to headlines so ridiculous it goes 
beyond the absurd.  So hold a raffle, a 50/50, 
host a bake sale, call on your brothers in the 
AOH to help support your efforts, and don’t 
forget to call upon your sisters in other divisions 
to help.   The FFAI Committee at the July State 
Board Meeting recommended that every 
Division in the State raise at least $100.00 for 
FFAI.  Let’s make this happen Ladies!  I urge all 
division presidents to send me the contact 
information for their FFAI Chairperson.   

Please forward all FFAI Funds to me at:  
20 Arlene Avenue Albany, NY 12203. Please 
include your name, email address, phone 
number and the name and number of your 
division. Also, please send the charity that you 



are looking to assign the funds to.  I will be 
putting those on the website as well.     
 
Albany Division 1 is teaming up with AOH Albany 
Division 5 to host an FFAI Night on Saturday 
November 7.  Former FFAI National Chair Sean 
Pender will be honored with the Father Murphy 
Award.  This is the same weekend of our State 
Board meeting which takes place in Albany this 
year so consider attending to show your support 
for our sisters in Albany.  

Please send me your FFAI news so that I can 
post it to the NYS Website and include it in the 
next newsletter.  Keep up the good work Ladies!  
In our motto, Dolores Desch 

laohdolores@yahoo.com 
 

Immigration and Legislation – 
Teresa Kearns 

Dear Sisters, 

For those of you who don’t know me, my name 
is Teresa Kearns and I have been appointed by 
President Keane to serve as your Immigration 
and Legislation Chair. 

 If you go to our National web site 
(www.ladiesaoh.com) you will find that the 
primary purpose of the LAOH was to protect 
young immigrant Irish girls coming to the US, to 
assist them in securing employment, to give 
them the opportunity to be with their own kind, 
and to keep them from becoming homesick and 
discouraged. With this in mind, the definition of 
immigrant is a person who comes to live 
permanently in a foreign country. This is much 
different from a migrant or refugee. It is our 
duty as Hibernians to seek out these women 
who have come to our country and to help them 
in any way to become legal American citizens. 
Visit your local immigration center and see if 
there are ways to volunteer to help educate and 
assimilate not just the Irish, but any women 

hoping to become an American. Citizenship 
classes are always looking for volunteers. 

As always in our motto, 

Teresa 

Irishsmiles17@Verizon.net 

Webmaster/Information 
Technology- Colleen O’Reilly 

We’ve Moved!!! 
 
Over the summer LAOHNYS moved from our 
longtime home at .org to www.LAOHNYS.com. 
We also moved into Facebook and Twitter. 
Come visit the new website and connect with us 
on social media.  
 
One of the goals of this Board is for every 
division to have a website. Developing a web 
presence is an efficient way to communicate 
with members as well as to showcase our good 
works to the public. Two key elements in 
achieving our long-term goal to strengthen and 
grow our Order. 
 
If you’re already on the web, let us know your 
website and social media accounts so we can 
connect with you. If you have questions about 
creating a website, contact me. 
 
In Friendship, Unity and Christian Charity, 

Colleen M. O’Reilly 

NYS Information Technology 

laohnys@yahoo.com 
 
www.laohnys.com 
 
 
 

 



Immediate Past President – Carol 
McTique 

It doesn’t seem possible that our summer has 
just come and gone and that the fall season is 
now upon us hopefully bringing us renewed 
energy for our Hibernian ventures.  Some 
counties and divisions have already experienced 
their first meetings of the new season while 
others are looking forward for their meetings to 
take place. 

This summer had some wonderful Feis and Irish 
Festivals that provided us time to come together 
for fun and fellowship while promoting our Irish 
Culture.  Now it’s time we get down to the 
business of the Order planning our regular 
meetings for the months ahead. 

I plan to attend the AOH/LAOH Queens County 
Dinner Dance on October 17th in Breezy Point, 
NY.  One of the honorees is our sister Bridget 
Rush-Hernandez. 

Queens County is in my area and it will be a 
pleasure to meet with the ladies of Queens and 
to be there to congratulate Bridget on her 
award.   

On Saturday October 24, 2015 is the Testimonial 
Dinner honoring Mary Hogan Our National 
President with the LAOH/Interim National Board 
Meeting being held during the day.  The location 
is the Renaissance Newark Airport Hotel in 
Elizabeth, New Jersey. 

Our Fall State Board Meeting will be the 
weekend of November 6th & 7th   and will take 
place at the Best Western Sovereign Hotel in 
Albany, New York.   

As you can see we are off and running to a great 
start of this Hibernian Year. 

In our motto, Carol McTigue 

Past President – Denise Sobus 

Hello Ladies, I hope you all had a great summer, 
I am ready to see this heat go and I know I will 

regret saying it. We had a great convention and 
my congratulations go out to our new President 
Karen and to the whole board. They will and are 
working had for all LAOH members. I am looking 
forward to the next Board meeting in Albany, 
since it is not a very long commute for most 
people, we should have a good turnout. I will be 
heading to Niagara Falls in October to celebrate 
the 40th Anniversary of the LAOH there. It 
should be a great time; they have events 
planned for Friday through Sunday. Please keep 
in mind that if any Ladies are interested in 
forming a division, they can contact Immediate 
Past Pres. Carol McTigue or me. I will see you all 
in Albany in November. 
 
In Our Motto,  
Denise Sobus, Past President 
 

Albany County 
 
News from Watervliet, Division 3. 
First I would like to say I hope all enjoyed the 
Summer.  As most of us get back into the swing 
of things. I would like to say how proud we are 
of Marybeth Durkee as the New Recording 
Secretary; it is a big thing for our small Division! 
Congratulation Marybeth!! 
In Our Motto, 
President, Jeryl J Hess  
 

Broome County 
 
The Ladies of Division 1 and Division 2 had a nice 
summer and were happy to see many of their 
sisters at the New York State Convention in 
Uniondale. 
On Friday, July 17

th
 we attended Irish Night at 

NYSEG Stadium and the Binghamton Mets beat 
the Trenton Yankees, it was a fun night and the 
weather was perfect!!  On Sunday, July 19

th
 at 

Ross Park, AOH and LAOH members and their 
families enjoyed the annual picnic.   
 



On Saturday, August 1
st

,
 
 
 the annual AOH Golf 

Tournament was held at Ely Park Golf Course in 
Binghamton, followed by a steak dinner at the 
AOH Hall.  Thanks to all who participated and 
volunteered.  On Sunday, August 16

th, Our Lady 
of Knock mass was held at Our Lady of Lourdes 
Chapel in Binghamton at 10:30am followed by a 
luncheon at the AOH Hall.  Work continued 
through the spring and summer on the 
Hibernian Garden at Ross Park, thanks to all 
members who helped out, many hands make 
light work. 
Upcoming events in Broome County include the 
12

th
 Annual Halfway to St. Patrick’s Day Hooley 

on September 18
th

 from 7-11pm at the Knights 
of Columbus Hall, 136 Park Avenue in 
Binghamton. Tickets are $12 advance or $15 at 
the door which includes beer, soda, coffee and 
snacks.  Music is by “Old Friends”, there will also 
be pipers, dancers and raffles.  On September 

25
th

 and 26
th, LAOH Divisions 1 and 2 will hold 

their annual Rummage Sale.  It’s a great way to 
do some fall cleaning and all monies made are 
for a worthy cause.  Bring your items to the hall 
on September 24th and you never know what 
you’ll take home with you!!  We’ll be helping 
out the Men at their annual Turkey Party on 
October 23

rd
, and on November 7

th
 Division 1 

will be presenting their first annual Murder 
Mystery Dinner at Saints John and Andrew 
Church Hall.  Advance tickets are $25, further 
info email Jackie at jkenefick1@stny.rr.com and 
on December 5

th
 we close the year out with our 

annual Christmas Party. 

 
Greene County 
 
So pleased to say that it’s been a lovely summer 
here in the beautiful Catskill Mountains, and 
Division 32 has been very active.   
A lovely Mass was celebrated by Msg. Charlie 
Coen at the Mass Rock on June 20th, and was 
well attended.  We are so fortunate here in East 
Durham to be able to carry on this beautiful 
tradition.  Afterwards Mass, we served 
refreshments of tea/coffee, soda bread and 

scones at St. Mary’s Community Hall.  As a fund 
raiser for the Mass Rock our Past President, Pat 
Steinhauer took a wonderful photo of Fr. Coen 
at the Consecration, and has them available at a 
cost of 1/$6.00 or 2/$10.00 (plus postage).  If 
you would like to order or need further details 
please contact Pat Steinhauer at 518-622-8219 
or Tim/Mary Ann O’Sullivan at 518-622-9322. 
 
What a fun and relaxing time we had at our 
Annual Tea Party, where we celebrate ALL our 
birthdays at once with a lovely cake, and each of 
us wears a hat whether fancy, frilly, baseball 
cap, or whatever suits each member.  We bring 
our own lovely tea cups and saucers - fun to see 
all the different designs and shapes.  This is an 
event we all thoroughly enjoy and look forward 
to each year.    
 
The feast day of the Apparition of our Lady at 
Knock, County Mayo, Ireland, Friday, August 
21st, dawned bright and sunny after an evening 
of heavy rain.  We were pleased to welcome the 
Mayo Society, as well as many Albany 
Hibernians and local worshippers to the Shrine 
for Mass concelebrated by our Pastor Michael 
Flannery and Fr. Kevin.  Afterwards, all were 
again welcomed to St. Mary’s for refreshments 
after the Mass.  How wonderful to see so many 
people come to honor Our Blessed Mother on 
this very special day.    
 
Our Annual Yard Sale/fundraiser will take place 
over the Labor Day Weekend, in the parking 
area at the Shrine.  We’ve already started 
gathering lots of interesting items from 
glassware and costume jewelry to printers, 
books and toys, and so much more!  If you’re in 
the neighborhood stop by.   
 

Monroe County 
 
Congratulations tour new New York State 
Board!  Their excitement and enthusiasm was 
obvious at the State convention. 



Six of our sisters attended the State Convention 
on Long Island in July. One of these sisters took 
her Degree.  We congratulate Patty Flanigan! 
Attending the Convention allows all to meet 
new people and reconnect with old friends. 

A memorial Mass was said for our deceased 
members on Saturday, August 16 at Our Lady of 
Victory church in downtown Rochester. 

We are happy that the Irish History Essay topic 
this year is the Women of the 1916 Irish Easter 
Uprising. We revamped our awards for the 
winners of the contest and look forward to 
receiving many submissions. 

Our annual Irish Soda Bread sale fundraiser has 
a few new twists to it this year. The Rochester 
Irish Festival will not be taking place this year. 
This was where we held our sale. Luckily we now 
have two new venues for our bread. We will be 
selling our bread at the Irish Day at the 
Irondequoit Oktoberfest. We will also be selling 
bread at the new Celtic Festival in downtown 
Rochester. Both events will be on the same 
weekend, September 11-13. It will be a busy 
weekend! 

We are looking forward to the cooler, colorful 
days of fall and all the holiday celebrations that 
follow. 

Nassau County 
 

For Nassau County, it was quite a summer. We 
would like to thank everyone who came to 
Nassau County for the Biennial AOH-LAOH NYS 
Convention. It certainly wasn’t without it’s 
bumps and bruises, but, as they say, lessons 
learned.  We will be happy to share those 
lessons with our Sisters from Niagara as they 
undertake the 2017 convention!  We would also 
like to thank the many Counties, Divisions and 
individuals that supported the LAOH Nassau 
County Board by sponsoring tee holes for the 
Golf Outing.  

Regina Begley and Maureen Leahy Rice would 
like to thank all the Counties, Divisions and 
individuals that supported the St. Brigid’s Day of 
Service.  The number of gift cards and the many, 
many, many pairs of shoes that were donated 
was overwhelming.  Many thanks to the Ladies 
that helped at the Soup Kitchen preparing and 
handing out lunch bags.     

It was truly our pleasure to host the convention 
and we hope that all of you had a terrific time.   
Congratulations to our new President, Karen 
Keane and to all the new officers and 
appointees.    

LAOH Division 17, Long Beach barely had time to 
take a nap after convention when they gathered 
with the Men’s division in July to celebrate their 
Man and Woman Hibernian of the Year.  
Congratulations to Marie O’Flaherty.  LAOH 
Division 14 & Division 15 both held their annual 
summer picnics. Both were blessed with good 
weather, good friends, good food and a good 
time.  And the good works of the order also 
continued with garage sales and other 
fundraising efforts. 

As September rolls around and the leaves start 
to fall, Nassau County will be gearing up for 
several events.   

On September 20th, we will be holding the 43rd 
Annual Nassau County AOH Feis & Festival. After 
a small snafu with a venue change, the Men and 
Ladies have been working hard to be sure this 
event can be all that it can be.  There will be 
Pipe Bands, Irish soda bread competitions, 
Singing & Music competitions, Children’s games 
and of course plenty of Irish Step Dancing!  Mass 
will be held at 11AM and Celtic Justice will take 
the stage at 2PM. The Feis takes place from 
9AM – 6PM at Nickerson Beach Park in Lido 
Beach.  Please contact Regina Begley at 
laohregina@optonline.net or visit our website 
www.nassauaohfeis.com for more details.  



On October 3rd, Long Beach will hold it’s annual 
Irish Heritage Parade and Festival.  All are 
welcome. The Ladies of Nassau County will also 
take part in a Stand Up For Life Rally on October 
4th.  Again, feel free to contact Regina Begley 
for additional information on these 2 events. 
And, as we move further into the Fall, many 
divisions have begun preparations for their 
annual communion breakfasts, plans are being 
made to attend the National President’s 
Testimonial and Interim Board meeting as well 
as the NYS Board Meeting in November. 

The LAOH Nassau County Board is also on the 
verge of launching it’s re-vamped website.  Stay 
tuned!  

That’s it from Nassau; see you in Albany!  

God bless.    

Niagara County 
 
Division 1 

 
Summer has been busy for Niagara Falls Division 
1 as we make plans for our 40th Anniversary 
celebration the weekend of October 23 - 
25.  The festivities include a Welcome Party on 
Friday night, Saturday evening Mass at St. Mary 
of the Cataract Church, followed by a Dinner 
Celebration at the Quality Inn & Suites in 
Niagara Falls.  The weekend activities are 
wrapped up with a Sunday morning Coffee 
Send-off.  For more information & reservations 
contact Lynda Mahoney at 716-754-8191 or e-
mail NFLAOH40@yahoo.com 
 
The annual Our Lady of Knock Mass was 
celebrated again this year at St. Bernard Church 
in Youngstown with Msgr. Thomas Moran 
celebrating. 

 

With deep sorrow we bade a fond farewell to 
NFAOH member Arnie Nagelhout, who passed 
away this summer.  Arnie was a longtime 
supporter and friend to the ladies of Niagara 
Falls Division 1 and will be sorely missed. 

 
 
Labor Day marks the end of the summer and 
also brings the annual Labor Day Parade in 
Youngstown.  The weather was beautiful 
although a bit warm as we started off from Old 
Fort Niagara State Park, down Main Street to 
Church Street. With AOH member Bob Hull 
providing his antique fire ladder truck, we were 
treated to a memorable ride. 

 



Onondaga County 
 

The LAOH Syracuse participated in the 2015 
Syracuse Guinness Irish Fest the weekend of 
9/11 and 12. We were asked to "supervise" the 
Children's Area by the Festival Committee.  In 
repayment, the Committee provided us with 
space to sell coffee, tea and scones.  Proceeds 
from our fundraising that weekend fund our 
annual contributions to the National 
Organization's charity's as well as local 
charities.  Fun was had by all as the group was 
able to attend an outdoor mass and a day's 
worth of terrific irish entertainment (song and 
dance). 
 

 
 
Oneida County 

2015 Great American Irish Festival 

The Ladies Ancient Order of Hibernians 
participated again, for the 13 year, in the Great 
American Irish Festival.  Our Lady of Knock 
Chapter, Div 17, Oneida County, Utica, NY has 
been a part of the Irish Fest since its inception.  
This is our major and only fundraiser for the 
year.  The proceeds are divided between varied 
charitable organization in the Greater Utica area 
as well as funds being put aside for the 
proposed Chapel in the soon to be built 
Mohawk Valley Irish Cultural Center on the site 
of the St Patrick’s Church, Utica, NY, built in 
1894, which was demolished in 1968. 

 

On Sunday, July 26, 2015 the traditional Irish 
Mass was celebrated and both members of the 
LAOH and AOH participated in the celebration of 
the Eucharist.  At the Mass, Sr.Josetta from the 
Parish Visitors of Mary Immaculate spoke on the 
cause of Mother Mary Theresa Tallon, born in 
Waterville, NY, to provide prayer, support and 
financial assistance to the Cause for 
Beatification and Canonization of the Servernt 
of God. 

We also had the pleasure of meeting our sister 
Cathy Turck, NYS Publicity Chair at the festival as 
well as many other LAOH and AOH members 
from across New York state and the country. 

 
 
Orange County 
 
On Saturday, May 30th, the County Convention 
was held and the following slate of officers was 
unanimously elected for another term: 
  
President - Terry Meyer 
Vice President - Peggy Flynn 
Treasurer - Mary Wingenter 
Secretary - Sharon Lilley 
Missions & Charities - Vivian Harkins 
Catholic Action - Patsy McAteer 
Irish Historian - Ann Marie Mulholland 
Sentinel - Bridget Auer 
Mistress-At-Arms - Marie Cunningham 
  
Appointed Positions: 
Immigration - Jane Harkinson 



Freedom for All Ireland - Maureen Morse  
Publicity - Ann Pirock 
  
On Sunday, June 7th, a fundraiser was held for 
County President Terry Meyer in advance of the 
NYS Convention. Terry was seeking the office of 
Missions and Charities on the NYS LAOH 
Board.  The proceeds from the fundraiser 
helped defray some of Terry's convention 
costs.   
  
July 8 - July 11, 2015 - County President Terry 
Meyer, Vice President Peggy Flynn, Division 1/3 
member Ann Pirock and Division 6 member 
Janice Reynolds attend the AOH/LAOH bi-annual 
convention at the Marriott Hotel in Uniondale, 
NY.  County President Terry Meyer was elected 

to the position of Missions and Charities on 

the NYS LAOH Board.  Terry holds the 
distinction of being the first person from Orange 
County LOAH or AOH to hold an elected office 
on the state board.   Congratulations Terry!  We 
are so proud of her. 
  
August 21, 2015 -LAOH and AOH members 
attended a mass in honor of Our Lady of 
Knock.  A luncheon was held immediately 
following the mass at the Lakeside 
Restaurant.  A good time was had by all. 
 

 
 
 
The county is sponsoring a 50/50 raffle with the 
winning ticket to be drawn at the County's 
annual Christmas dinner on Thursday, 
December 3, 2015.  A portion of the proceeds 
will go to a special fund the county established 

to benefit our fellow sisters in need.  Our 
fundraising committee is busy planning events 
for the upcoming months. 
  
The County Irish Historian, Ann Marie 
Mullholland, and all five divisions’ Irish 
Historians are working on an event to promote 
and celebrate the Women of the Uprising. 
 
On a somber note, we held the Safely Home 
ceremony for Walter McAteer, husband of 
County Catholic Action Officer, Patsy McAteer.  
Walter passed away on June 4, 2015.  We also 
held the Safely Home ceremony for Mary Quinn, 
a member of Division 1/3.  Mary passed away on 
July 9, 2015.  She was the sister of Patsy 
Brennan also a member of Division 1/3.  
  

Queens County 
 
Sisters, 
I hope you are all enjoying a wonderful summer. 
On behalf of Queens County President Bridget 
Rush-Hernandez, I am pleased to announce that 
Queens County will host its 140th Annual 
AOH/LAOH Dinner Dance on Saturday, October 
17, 2015 in Breezy Point, Queens.   Our own 
Bridget Rush-Hernandez will be honored as 
"Hibernian Sister of the Year" and Rockaway 
W.I.S.H. (Women Inspired to Support and Help) 
as "Charitable Organization of the 
Year."  See www.rockawaywish.org for more 
about this wonderful organization. 
 
We hope you will be able to join us in honoring 
all our award recipients at our 140th annual 
dinner dance.  If you have any questions, please 
feel free to contact Bridget Rush-Hernandez 
at 917-435-0008 (cell). 
 
Thank you, and enjoy the remainder of the 
summer.  In Our Motto, Maureen Logar 
Queens County Secretary 

 
 



Schenectady County 
 
In August, the Capital District Ancient Order of 
Hibernians and Ladies Ancient Order of 
Hibernians, Inc. participated in a pilgrimage to 
the Shrine of the North American Martyrs at 
Auriesville NY (The Shrine is the birthplace of St. 
Kateri Tekakwitha as well as the site of the 
martyrdom of Jesuit missionaries St. Isaac 
Jogues, St. Rene Goupil, and St. John LaLande) 

A beautiful Mass was con- celebrated by Rev. 
George Buckner and Rev. Anthony Curran 
assisted by Deacon Charles Wojton.  Readings 
were done by Schenectady Past President Owen 
Cole and New York State LAOH Vice President, 
Jacqueline Clute. 

A check from Capital District-Troy, Watervliet 
and Schenectady was presented by Past New 
York State AOH President Peter Durkee, District 
1 Director Ed Kelly, and NYS LAOH VP Jackie 
Clute for the building fund. 

A barbeque was provided by the Schenectady 
AOH with members bringing salads. The 
pilgrimage was well attended by local 
Hibernians including LAOH Schenectady 
President Betsy Henderson and LAOH Troy 
President Pat O’Grady, Saratoga AOH President 
Don McHenry, and Watervliet AOH President 
John McAvoy. 

Special thanks go out to Peter Durkee, Past 
Schenectady President Steve Mackey and our 
grill specialist Glenn Walker.  

 

Sufflok 
 
Happy “almost” Fall Everyone!  Congratulations 
to our new State President Karen Keane, and 
her new Board of Officers.  Congratulations to 
our new State Treasurer,  our very own Aggie 
O’Leary.   

I must proudly say at the NYS convention Suffolk 
County achieved much!   It gives me great 
pleasure to announce that Elizabeth Allen, 
Division 1, received the Mother Teresa Award, a 
well-deserved honor and somehow we managed 
to surprise Elizabeth which wasn’t easy.  “The 
Junior Hibernian of the Year” was awarded to 
Division 2’s Junior Girl’s President, Meaghane 
Weihs.  Meaghane was not available to attend 
the convention to accept her award as she was 
doing missionary work in Guatemala.  Division 
Two Junior Girls took first place for their 
scrapbook and Division 7 took second place for 
theirs.  Congratulations Division Two and Seven 
Girls!  We are so proud of you.  Suffolk County 
Ladies took first place for our scrapbook so keep 
the pictures coming.   

Our Lady of the Island Mass will be held on 
September 13th at 11:30 a.m.  This year is the 
40th Anniversary of the Shrine and Bishop 
Murphy will be saying Mass.  Hopefully, we will 
have pictures for the next edition of the St. 
Brigid’s newsletter. 

In closing, please remember our Sister Sheila 
McQuade, longtime member of Division Seven 
and a longtime member of the Suffolk County 
Celtic Degree Team. May her soul and all souls 
of our Hibernian Sisters and Brothers rest in 
peace!  Pat Rattigan County President  

News from Past President Kathleen Conway 

Together with my husband Tom and members 
of my Division in Suffolk County, I travelled to 
Quebec in early August.  The trip served many 
purposes, but I was especially eager to revisit 
Grosse Île.  This island in the Saint Lawrence 



River about thirty miles south of Quebec City 
served as an immigration center similar to our 
Ellis Island.   

During the time of the Great Hunger, a million 
Irish fled Ireland, with many leaving for Canada.   
The plight of those starving, diseased 
immigrants is told in the mass grave of almost 
five thousand Irish men, women and children.   
What a moving sight!   

 

Pictured are members of Division 7 near the 
Quebec Parliament.   The Hibernians have 
constructed a huge Celtic Cross on a 
promontory overlooking the Saint Lawrence and 
a memorial with all the thousands of names 
they could gather of those who are buried in the 
mass grave.   

We also visited the beautiful Shrine of Sainte-
Anne-de-Beaupré, about twenty miles from 
Québec City  We were a group that included 
almost a million visitors annually to the Shrine, 
dedicated to Saint Anne, the grandmother of 
Jesus.  Our intention was to attend Sunday Mass 
and we were surprised to arrive early and find 
the basilica already full with dedicated pilgrims.  
Somehow, I was pleased to find a seat behind a 
large post, where I could lean out a bit to get a 
glimpse of the sizeable group of priests on the 
altar for Mass.  With a long list of intentions, I 
joined the many present who went looking for 
miracles.  The crutches and even a ski mounted 

on the stanchions proved many have gone to 
ask for healing. 

Of course, Quebec also offered a glimpse into 
Canadian history, fabulous eating 
establishments, Old World charm and an 
opportunity to enjoy an outing with friends.    

The laughs were infectious and I will long 
remember with pleasure the trip.  I have to 
thank our AOH President Dave Ring for the 
planning.   

Westchester County 
 

 

At AOH/LAOH convention in July:  Left to right.  Mary 
Geissler Brady, Kitty Geissler, Alice Geissler 
Koraca.  Kitty and her daughters.  Photos by Nuala 
Purcell. 

 

 

Left to right bottom row.  Nuala Purcell, Mary 
Geissler Brady,Kitty Geissler, Marge Roach.  2nd row. 
Alice Droogan, Kathleen Casey, Alice Geissler Koraca, 
Patti Cooke, Valerie O'Kelly Lynch. 

Westchester ladies enjoying the Convention.   
 

 



St. Brigid Day of Service  

In keeping with the Hibernian spirit and 

tradition, a day of service took place on Wed. 

July 8th 2015. 

Several sisters met in the hotel lobby at 8 AM 

and were transported to the soup kitchen. 

Decked out in the “Spirit of St. Brigid” caps, the 

ladies assisted at the soup kitchen throughout 

the morning.  The ladies also donated gift cards 

from Dunkin doughnuts, I HOP, McDonalds and 

Quiznos. The coordinator says the regular clients 

consider this a real treat and that she would 

distribute them throughout the week. 

 

 

 

Thank you to Maureen Leahy-Rice for organizing 

and to the all the ladies who volunteered!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Also during convention 

shoes were collected for 

the “SHOES FOR ALL” 

program. They provide 

shoes for needy families 

in Nassau County. 

Hundreds of shoes were 

donated and a big 

thankyou goes out to all 

the ladies for their 

generosity!!!!  


